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term used when the foster parent who has been caring 
for a cat or dog realizes that their foster “child” already 
has found its forever home—and adopts that cat or dog as 
their own.

Foster parents give their charges the time, attention, and 
care that is hard to provide in a busy shelter, then return 
the dog or cat to the APL to find their new, permanent 
home. Taylor is a loving, experienced cat owner, with a 
soft spot for cats with special needs. Taylor, we knew, 
would be the perfect foster mom for Applesauce. As 
“Saucy’s” foster mom, Taylor would be responsible for 
bringing her foster child to her medical appointments, 
giving her any required medication, making sure she was 
gaining weight, and giving Applesauce lots of care and 
love. Applesauce went home with Taylor right away.

The APL veterinary staff immediately began treating

APL adopters know that a perfect look doesn’t 
necessarily mean a perfect pet. While we can all 
appreciate a well-groomed dog or fluffy kitten, we know 
that animals whose appearance reflects the rough road 
they’ve traveled often make the best family members. 
They may be the piece that fits perfectly into the family 
puzzle.

Applesauce certainly did not look like a kitten on a 
greeting card when she first arrived at our doors. She was 
just a few weeks old when a Good Samaritan brought 
her to the APL. Underweight, bedraggled, and sick with 
an upper respiratory infection, the tiny kitten was laying 
in the driveway of her rescuer, apparently abandoned by 
her mom. The intake staff noted problems with her eyes 
as well. With such a difficult start, she was desperately in 
need of a second chance. Fortunately for Applesauce, she 
was in the right place.

Many of the animals with special needs who come to 
the APL benefit from the Cleveland APL’s Second Chance 
Program. That program, funded solely by donations, is 
used to provide special medical care for injured and ill 
animals. Through the Second Chance Program, thousands 
of animals have received high-quality, extensive medical 
care, giving them a second chance to find a loving home. 

Applesauce, it was decided, would get her medical care 
through the Second Chance Program.

Good fortune intervened for Applesauce in another way 
in the APL’s Intake Department. Taylor, an experienced 
feline foster mom, happened to be at the APL, in that 
very department, when Applesauce arrived. 

Taylor had fostered and then adopted APL cats Jasper 
and then Juliet. They were “foster fails,” an affectionate 

Applesauce perches on a window in her “official 
photoshoot” with her mom. 

You’re the Boss, 
Applesauce!

Continued on page 5
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Over the years, anyone who has 
visited our administrative offices 
probably was “interviewed” by my 
cat and office manager, Ozzy. I hired 
… er, adopted … him in October 
2008. Fourteen years and four days 
later, it was time to say a final, 
heartbreaking goodbye to my little 
buddy. The “Ozzy and Sharon” era 
had come to an end. He was ready   
to rest.

A Good Samaritan brought Ozzy and 
another cat to the APL after finding 
them abandoned in the hallway of 
an apartment building. I met Oz after 
closing one night. I was standing 
next to his cage while chatting with 
a staff member and he did that thing 
a lot of cats do. He reached through 
his cage and bopped me … over and 
over … to remind me that he was 
there. Poof, he had my heart, but I 
couldn’t take him home because my 
dogs were not cat friendly. 

After a sleepless night of obsessing 
over Ozzy, I called our Director of 
Operations and clearly instructed her 
to tell me that adopting him as an 
office cat was a bad idea. He was a 
gorgeous, young, highly adoptable 
guy who could easily be placed in 
a “normal” home. However, we 
desperately needed cage space for 
cats, and it just so happened that 
we already had another special cat 
named Kobe living in our offices. He 
had been returned multiple times for 
various infractions but was as perfect 

as could be when with us, so he 
stayed. A couple of hours later a litter 
box, food bowl, water bowl, and 
Ozzy appeared in my office. Our D.O. 
was not fired for insubordination, 
Kobe had a buddy, and Ozzy was 
mine!

Whoever coined the phrase large 
and in charge undoubtedly knew 
Ozzy. His management style could 
be described as intermittently 
intolerant—and that’s being 
kind. Randomly, Oz would pick a 
victim and deny them access to 
the administrative area or post 
himself outside and take hostages. 
Accordingly, he had a rather large 
personnel file but always managed to 
charm his way out of serious trouble. 
Truth be told, he should have been 
written up for taking excessively long 
breaks on the warm Xerox machine. 
The copies of his butt certainly would 
have served as hard evidence of the 
violation.

Ozzy’s grooming routine was not, 
well, routine. He also never met a 
container into which he couldn’t 
stuff his increasingly ample self. The 
intersection of those traits left a trail 
of hairy remnants in any unsecured 
box, silent auction basket, bin, or 
whatever. When Ozzy was put on a 
strict, prescription diet, eating lunch 
became a battle of will and exercise 
in evasive maneuvers, especially 
when cauliflower was involved. He 
absolutely loved belly rubs.

Ozzy was deeply devoted to the 
people he loved and, in turn, had 
many moms and dads who watched 
over him, cared for him, enjoyed his 
antics, took him on “field trips” to 
the adoption lobby after closing, 
and loved him unconditionally. I’m 
personally and deeply grateful to 
everyone at the APL who became his 
family. He was such a constant in our 
APL world. It’s hard to fathom that 
he’s gone and impossible to capture 
everything here that Ozzy meant 
to all of us—to me. Maybe that’s 
because I’m still trying to protect my 
own broken heart. 

The journey with Ozzy from 
abandoned youngster to beloved 
senior was rich with laughter, love, 
and at least one valuable lesson. 
Home can be many different things. 
While every home might not fit 
neatly into what some define as a 
“normal” home, wherever that may 
be, should always be where there’s 
love. Ozzy was home with us and 
loved by many, but deep down, he 
knew I was his mom and adored him. 
What a treasured gift that was.

Safe travels, Buddy. You’re missed 
every single day.

P.S. I’ll burn your personnel file. I 
promise.

Ozzy's Homage

2

A Letter from Our Capital Campaign 
Spokesdog

Indy's Corner

Hi Furriends,

It’s hard to believe that this is my final letter to you as 
the Unleash the Dream Campaign Spokesdog, but if I do 
say so myself, I think I did a great job keeping you up to 
date with the construction project. Since my first story, a 
lot of things changed—construction, a pandemic, supply 
chain delays, and so much more—but it’s thanks to you 
that the animals that come to the Cleveland APL in the 
future will be able to get better care than ever before!

In August, I got to visit the Cleveland APL with my 
mom for its official ribbon cutting ceremony. It was 
a wonderful event where donors, key community 
members, legislators, volunteers, and staff members 
gathered to celebrate the amazing renovation they all 
had a part in completing. And Aunt Sharon showed me 
the largest pair of scissors that I’ve ever seen! More than 
80 people came to the official ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the completion of construction at the APL. I 
even got to meet Bryan Shaw, pitcher for our Cleveland 
Guardians!  He gave me lots of scratches and belly rubs. 
My Aunt Sharon, the APL’s Board Chair, Kathy Tatman, 
Cleveland Councilman Kerry McCormack, and Ohio 
Representatives Michael Skindell and Juanita Brent gave 
speeches to commemorate this wonderful occasion. 
After the speeches, anyone who had not seen the inside 
of the building was given the chance to take a tour.

In the last issue of Pet Patter, I was able to show you 
some of the big changes around the Cleveland APL, but 
the most important change isn’t the building. It’s the 
services the facility will allow my friends to provide for 
animals in Cleveland. Now, not only is the APL a state-of-
the-art animal shelter, but it’s also a resource center for 
pets and pet owners in the community. Now, the APL can 
expand existing programs for animals, add new critical 
programs, and better meet the needs of pet owners 
and animals in need. They will be able to offer more 

advanced medical care for the shelter animals and offer 
qualifying pet owners access to veterinary care for their 
pets in the new, low-cost Community Pet Clinic. The 
recent  APL ad campaign puts it perfectly; the APL is 
more than a shelter. And that’s all thanks to you!

If you haven’t visited the Cleveland APL, I truly hope 
you can stop by and see just how great it is. But, if you 
can’t come in person, don’t worry, a virtual tour will be 
available soon!

More than anything, I hope you remember just how 
important your belief in the Cleveland APL’s mission has 
been in helping them Unleash the Dream! Animals in 
Northeast Ohio are so lucky to have my friends at the 
APL and friends like you on their side! Thank you for 
helping us Unleash the Dream!

While I really loved being the campaign’s spokesdog, it’s 
time to sign off and get back to playing, snacking, and 
napping! 

Here’s to a wonderful holiday season with your two-
legged and four-legged family members!

Pawsitively 
Thankful,

Indiana Bones

December 2022
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Dr. Allison Lash, Medical Director, gives donors 
a tour of the clinic.

Cutting the ribbon! Look at the size of those scissors!

I even got to meet Bryan Shaw from 
the Cleveland Guardians and his wife, 
Kristen!If he fits, he sits. Ozzy and his friend Kobe.

Ozzy inspecting a donation of homemade 
blankets for the animals.
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To Make a Donation 
to the APL:
Visit us at www.ClevelandAPL.org or mail your 
check to the Cleveland Animal Protective League, 
Attention Development Office,1729 Willey Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113.         (Tax ID: 34-0714644)

Happy Tale
...continued from page 1
Applesauce

When you look at Cash’s intake photos, you are struck 
first by how very handsome he is—a beautiful red coat, 
with white toes, a white chest, and a white flash on his 
forehead. The second thing you notice is the concerned, 
pensive look. And, when you hear his story, you 
understand why he looks that way.

Cash was born in 2015. His first home was on the streets, 
where he lived with his owner. When she was unable to 
care for Cash, she dropped him off with her in-laws. After 
just a couple of months, they surrendered Cash to the APL 
because they didn’t have enough time to care for him. 
They reported that he lived peacefully with a Pomeranian, 
was good with kids and strangers, and was friendly and 
outgoing.

Cash’s first stay at the APL was a short one—about a week 
after he arrived, he found a new home. Unfortunately, 
that was not his permanent home, either. That adopter 
gave Cash to a friend, who kept him for three years. She 
surrendered Cash to the APL because she couldn’t afford 
his care, which included medication for some common 
medical issues, i.e., allergies and arthritis. The intake staff 
noted that Cash still was calm and chill, and cooperative 
during the intake process. Knowing he had been 
surrendered at least twice for reasons beyond his control, 
Cash’s worried look was completely understandable. 

Cash stayed at the APL, getting needed medical care and 
lots of TLC. More than two months passed. But, during 
that time, the stars were aligning, and Cash’s happily-ever-
after was on its way.

Laura and her husband Tim are animal people. When their 
beloved black Labrador Georgie passed away, they were 
heartbroken. Eventually, they decided that their home 
would not be complete without a dog. They saw Cash’s 

handsome face on the APL website, and, on one beautiful 
Saturday in April 2021, Laura and Tim went to the APL 
and met Cash. Armed with treats, the ice broke quickly. 
Laura and Tim decided immediately that they would take 
Cash home. Cash, a favorite of staff and volunteers, had 
to pass through a crowd of well-wishers before he could 
leave that day.

Cash’s good life began that day. Laura and Tim happily 
describe the life that Cash enjoys now.

Cash isn’t a dog-park dog; he prefers being at home 
with Laura and Tim. He does have one tiny dog friend, 
though, Watson, with whom he socializes a bit. He warns 
other dogs away from his home and his family with three 
warning woofs.

Cash is a talker, Laura reports, perhaps he’s telling stories 
of his past adventures? He loves breakfast food, and on 
the weekends gets his own scrambled eggs with a bit of 
bacon, made especially for him. Cash’s arthritis affects 
his mobility, but, as they would do for any other family 
member, Tim and Laura thoughtfully address his issues 
with rugs and carpet to cover the hardwood floors. Cash 
even has his own memory foam bed, and every night 
between 8:45 and 9:15 p.m., he puts down his chew bone 
and puts himself to bed. 

Cash gets lots of toys, some of which he tears up, like any 
dog. His favorite game lately, though, involves his special 
dinosaur toy—dinosaur keep-away. When Cash is chewing 
on his toy dinosaur, Tim sneaks up and pulls it away. Cash 
responds by taking it back. And so it goes, back and forth, 
until Cash puts his paw on it, laying claim to the toy. 

As much as he likes dinosaur keep-away, Laura and Tim 
agree that Cash’s favorite thing in the world is cuddling, 
especially cuddling with Tim. Every night, just before his 
self-determined bedtime, Cash lays down with Tim on 
Cash’s ultra-comfortable bed, and Tim strokes and pets 
Cash until Cash gets sleepy. This is what Cash was yearning 
for all along.

Thank you, Laura and Tim, for giving this gentle giant his 
long-awaited happily ever after. You can follow Cash on 
Instagram at check_into_cash. 

Applesauce (right) poses happily with 
her siblings, Juliet (top) and Jasper 
(bottom).

Check into Cash’s 
New Life!

Purchase Your 
2023 APL 
Calendar Now!
We are excited to announce the arrival of the 
Cleveland APL’s 2023 Annual Calendar!  Again this 
year, we let you pick the final “Pet of the Month” in 
the calendar. After the voting of the top 10 runners-up 
took place, we were happy to announce that Ziggy and 
Stardust’s beautiful photo received the most votes, and 
is featured in the calendar as “Pets of the Month” in 
October. Overall, more than $2,000 was raised for the 
Cleveland APL during this fun addition to our calendar 
contest! 

The calendar makes a great gift, especially for the 
holidays! To order your copy, visit our website or visit 
our animal resource center in Tremont. To preview the 
calendar, visit https://clevelandapl.org/pet-calendar/.

Don’t miss the chance for your pet to be featured in 
the 2024 calendar! Enter online at www.ClevelandAPL.
org or call 216-377-1628 for more information. Also, 
look for the calendar contest voting again next year on 
our website!

Another Happy Tale

Applesauce’s URI and began to strategize about 
Applesauce’s other health issues. Applesauce had 
arrived with serious problems in both of her eyes; 
it’s unclear whether she could see when she was 
brought in. Though the veterinary staff tried to 
save them, first one eye, and then the other was 
removed, for her long-term health and comfort. 
Applesauce bounced back from her eye surgeries 
quickly. Taylor reported that within hours, “she was 
back to being a crazy playful kitten.”

Great veterinary care, a loving foster mom, and a 
resilient spirit all helped Applesauce heal quickly. 
Jasper and Juliet bonded well with Applesauce, 
too. That settled it, and Taylor officially adopted 
Applesauce.

Saucy’s life has turned out to be quite bright. She 
loves her brother and her sister; Juliet grooms 
her while Jasper plays with her. She occasionally 
“zooms” through the house, avoiding obstacles 
with a kind of kitty radar. Of course, she takes 
breaks to bask in the sun. 

Applesauce has dozens of toys to keep her 
entertained. She especially likes the noisy, crinkly 
ones. She gets plenty of her favorite treat—chicken 
baby food. And, most of all, she does lots of 
cuddling with her mom.

The change in Applesauce from the day she 
first came to the APL is stunning. And it has 
been documented by Taylor. In addition to 
being a fabulous cat mom, Taylor is a talented 
photographer, and takes lovely photos of one of 
her favorite models, Applesauce.

Congratulations, Applesauce, on your picture-
perfect life!

Cash catches some zz’s next to the pool as he dreams for a 
similar home for his friends at the APL. 

Cash enjoys a little sunbathing in his new, loving home. 



More than 430 guests helped us to raise more than 
$290,000 to benefit the APL’s Second Chance Program 
during the Cleveland Animal Protective League’s annual 
gala, which was held both in-person and virtually on 
Saturday, November 5! This year our host, Monica Robins 
from WKYC; our President & CEO, Sharon Harvey; and our 
auctioneer, Karolyn Isenhart, welcomed guests back to the 
InterContinental Hotel for the most tail-wagging event of 
the year.

In-person attendees had a great time and enjoyed “paws-
ing” at the many food stations as well as bidding on 
fabulous items in our live and silent auctions, while virtual 
guests were able to bid on auction items and enjoy our 
Fur Ball program from the comfort of their own home. 
All guests also learned about some very special animals 
whose lives were saved because of the medical care 
and expertise the Second Chance Program allows us to 
provide. Peaches, a 3-year-old Pit Bull who came to the APL 

emaciated, with masses on her chest and leg, decreased 
muscle mass in her right hip, and an ill-defined femur 
head, was the night’s VIP (Very Important Pooch). After 
receiving a Femoral Head Ostectomy, and months of 
regular water therapy and massage therapy, Peaches was 
able to walk again! Thanks to generous donors to the 
Second Chance Program, we were able to provide Peaches 
with the medical care she needed to make her happily-
ever-after possible. Also featured in videos at the event 
were Chi Chi, a one-year-old cat whose intestines had 
herniated into her chest and needed a specialty surgery; 
Dior, a 2-year-old Pit Bull who was attacked by another 
dog and in need of months of extensive medical care; and 
Lego, a five-month-old kitten who arrived with a broken 
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Community News
Fur Ball 2022 Disco InFURno

femur and a dislocated hip and needed multiple 
surgeries while in our care.

A committed group of APL volunteers works on 
the gala all year long. Committee chairs Ashleigh 
Gomez, Jeff Eisenberg, Angela DeMuesy, Katie Zehr, 
Barbara Reitzloff, Sabah Bhat, Ginny Russ, and Janet 
Smith donated their time to this event. Without their 
hard work, and the hard work of the many other 
volunteers who helped during the gala, Fur Ball would 
not be possible!

Save the date and join us again next year for Fur Ball 
2023—Saturday, November 4, at the InterContinental 
Hotel Cleveland and virtually!

Thank You So 
Much!
Choolaah Ohio City                
For hosting a donation day for the Cleveland APL.

Faith and Lisa White  
For hosting the Dogs, Drives, and Diner fundraiser 
benefitting the Cleveland APL

Lakewood Truck Park, Masthead Brewing, and 
Saucy Brew Works   
For donating a portion of proceeds from their cornhole 
tournament to the Cleveland APL.

A New Horizon 
For donating to the Cleveland APL.

North Royalton Animal Hospital 
For donating to the Cleveland APL through its Pet 
Carnival.

Parma Chamber of Commerce  
For collecting donations for the Cleveland APL through 
its Rib N Rock fundraiser.

ProMedica Senior Care  
For donating to the Cleveland APL through its Dog 
Week fundraiser.

Thanks to the generosity and efforts of everyone 
involved in these events, over $5,500 was raised to help 
the Cleveland APL and our animals.

We also appreciate the additional in-kind donations we 
have received from our friends and supporters.

Animal Admission Hours 
Monday - Friday  11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Saturday  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday  Closed 
Phone Number:   216-771-8825

affoGATO Cat Café Hours
Thursday & Friday  3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday   9:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.  
  3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Sunday   9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Phone Number:   440-941-5130

Visit the APL
Make sure to check our website at ClevelandAPL.org 
for the most up-to-date open hours.
Shelter Adoption Center Hours
Mon., Wed., Fri. & Sat.  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday   11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday   Noon to 4 p.m. 
Phone Number:   216-771-4616

Thanks to our sponsors!

Media BrassBronze

Diamond Gold
Silver

Celebrity host, Monica Robins, during the event program.

Guests and volunteers put on their best disco gear for the 
Disco InFURno.

Peaches, the 
Very Important 
Pooch of the 
night, from a 
photoshoot she 
did while she 
was in foster 
care.

Photo by 
Robyn White 
Photography, LLC

It was a full room during the Fur Ball program!

Photos by Mike Petcher



Barbara Reitzloff, APL Volunteer, assisted in the writing of this issue’s happy tales.
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Another Happy Tale
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Making a Difference
Lucie—Love in a 
Large Size
Most of the animals who become guests of the APL come 
from the greater Cleveland area. Occasionally, though, we 
can show a gal—or guy—from out of town a little Lake 
Erie hospitality. Through our animal transfer program, 
we accept animals from other shelters into the Cleveland 
APL to help them get adopted. Sometimes an animal may 
languish in another shelter because that shelter has too 
many animals of that specific breed. Other shelters may 
have less foot traffic than the APL. Still other times, the 
transfer of animals helps those other shelters manage their 
population. For example, when Hurricane Ian hit southern 
Florida in late September 2022, the APL accepted some of 
the cats already in shelters in that area to make room for 
the lost pets that owners would be searching for in their 
neighborhood shelter.

Lucie, then known as Judy, came to the APL from a shelter 
near Columbus. Because she was transferred to us, we 
knew little about her background. We did know, however, 
that this beautiful Bernese Mountain Dog was going to 
get lots of attention. 

Judy came to the Cleveland APL on a Sunday in April 2022. 
When she arrived, Judy was understandably a bit tense 
and fearful. She spent her first few days at the APL getting 
a medical exam and treatment for an ear infection. Four 
days later, on Thursday, she appeared on the APL website. 
That was when Aubrey saw her picture. Aubrey had been 
visiting the website periodically, looking for that special 
dog with whom to share her home. Aubrey thought Judy 
could be the one. On Friday, Aubrey was at the APL before 
it opened, knowing that Judy would generate a lot of 
interest.

The APL staff introduced Aubrey to Judy, and Aubrey was 
certain this sweet, shy girl belonged with her.  Though 
other people were waiting to meet Judy, Judy went home 
with Aubrey that day.

In addition to a new home, Judy got a new name—Lucie. 
Like any dog, especially a shelter dog, adjusting to a new 
home took a bit of time. Aubrey expected this and was not 
surprised when, initially, Lucie was somewhat timid. 

Not knowing how Lucie came to be at the original shelter, 
it’s hard to speculate what might have caused her fears. 
Fortunately, because Lucie lives in the moment, neither she 
nor Aubrey focused on that. Aubrey wisely responded to 
Lucie perfectly, giving her time to adjust. In return for her 
patience, Lucie became Aubrey’s shadow, following her 
everywhere. 

Just six months later, Aubrey reports that Lucie is loving 
her life. Lucie goes on car rides and golf cart rides and 
joins Aubrey for long walks around the lake near their 
home. No longer timid, she has made some animal friends. 
And, according to Aubrey, Lucie “is spoiled rotten with 
toys and loves to pull every single one out of her bin so 
she has plenty of options to play with during the day.” 
Still sweet and gentle, Lucie looks forward to her monthly 
bark box which brings new playthings, playthings that she 
usually grooms rather than de-stuffing. 

Lucie, despite her beauty, is still a bit camera shy, and turns 
away when you try to take her photo. Still, you can’t help 
but notice the difference between Lucie in her intake 
photos and Lucie in her at-home photos now—she’s gone 
from looking tense and tentative to looking at ease and 
smiling widely.

Lucie loves being Aubrey’s cuddly shadow. Aubrey notes, 
“She is the happiest girl and will snuggle you every 
chance she gets.” She adds, “Thank you for allowing us 
to bring her into our lives. She makes us smile and laugh 
every single day and we can’t imagine our life without 
her.” Thank you, Aubrey, for giving Lucie her very happy 
happily-ever-after.

2021 APL Volunteers of the Year
During our annual volunteer celebration, which was held 
at Forrest City Brewery in June, Cleveland APL President 
and CEO Sharon Harvey announced the winners of the 
2021 Volunteers of the Year award. Jim Plezia, Shirlee 
Toth, and Kaley Turner were recognized as Volunteers of 
the Year; Alissa Branford, Andrea Hess, and Shana Rose 
were recognized as Foster Care Volunteers of the Year; 
and Suzanne and Ellie Zupan were named Hall of Fame 
Volunteers of the Year. Each received the prestigious award 
for their extraordinary volunteer service to the Cleveland APL 
and our animals. Even during a time when our organization 
still had limited volunteer opportunities after the pandemic, 
these volunteers showed their dedication to our animals by 
helping out whenever and wherever they could!

Thank you to Jim, Shirlee, Kaley, Alissa, Andrea, Shana, 
Suzanne, and Ellie for your dedication and commitment to 
the Cleveland APL and the animals whose lives you touch 
when you volunteer! Also, thank you to all of our incredible 
volunteers who make a difference in the lives of all of the animals who come to us in need. We could not do what we do 
without your help!

Lucie surveys 
her toy options, 
preparing to pull 
them all out once 
again.

Lucie enjoys an early morning belly rub.

Congratulations to Outstanding 
Senior Volunteer, Ben Brouhard!
For 30 years, Medical Mutual has recognized seniors who selflessly volunteer their time and talents to help others. During 
the Cleveland Outstanding Senior Volunteer Awards luncheon on October 20, 2022, Medical Mutual honored individuals, 
age 60 or over, who serve the community in extraordinary ways. Among those honored was APL Volunteer Ben Brouhard. 
Ben is a wonderful part of the APL’s volunteer team, and was awarded APL Volunteer of the Year in 2016 and Hall of Fame 
Volunteer of the Year in 2020. This Medical Mutual award is just another way to celebrate the amazing work Ben does to 

help our team and our animals!

Ben says that the APL has become his happy 
place. Helping animals and spending time with 
people from different backgrounds who share 
a common goal has enriched his life more than 
he can express. And to anyone interested in 
becoming a volunteer at the APL, Ben has one 
thing to say, “The APL is a very welcoming 
place. Even if you find it a little intimidating to 
get started, if you like animals—just go for it! 
You never know what you might find that you 
enjoy!” 

If you’re interested in joining our team 
of volunteers, visit our website at                       
www.clevelandapl.org/volunteer today!

Volunteer at the APL
Share your love of animals and become a Cleveland Animal Protective League volunteer. 

Interested in helping the animals at the Cleveland APL from your own home? Or are you interested in helping the 
animals of the Cleveland APL in our shelter or at events? Check out our website at www.ClevelandAPL.org for more 
information and to submit an online volunteer or foster volunteer application.

Left to right: Volunteers of the Year Kaley Turner, Shirlee Toth, 
Ellie and Suzanne Zupan, Alissa Branford, Shana Rose and 
Andrea Hess at the volunteer celebration.

Left to right: Brenda Szucs (APL Assistant Shelter Manager), Joy Butch 
(project CARE Program Manager), Ben Brouhard, Sharon Harvey (President & 
CEO), Paulina Kossakowski (Behavior and Enrichment Supervisor), 
Dr. Allison Lash (Medical Director) and Danielle Begalla (Volunteer Manager) 
at the luncheon. 



Thank You Fox 8 for Hosting the 
Dick Goddard APL Telethon
The eighth annual Dick Goddard APL Telethon aired on Fox 8 on 
Thursday, September 15. This fantastic event was hosted by Fox 8 
personalities and animal lovers Todd Meany, Natalie Herbick, and 
Kenny Crumpton.

Between 6 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., Fox 8 viewers saw vignettes that 
featured some of the amazing animals who were in our care. The 
segments showcased the meaningful and life-saving work that takes 
place at the Cleveland APL every day. The event brought together 
the community and inspired viewers to make a donation to help the 
animals who are served by the Cleveland APL. 

We are happy to report that over $185,000 was raised to support our 
mission and important work! A total of 127 people gave their time as 
volunteers—108 of which staffed our phone bank and spoke to the 
animal-loving viewers who called to 
make a donation.

We are so grateful to Fox 8, Natalie 
Herbick, Todd Meany, Kenny 
Crumpton, and the sponsors who 
made this wonderful event possible. 
A special thank you to our Presenting 
Sponsors, Cross Country Mortgage 
and Motorcars Acura Volvo. 

Tune in next year for the Dick 
Goddard APL Telethon in the Fall!

10 December 2022,

The following tribute gifts were 
received between June 2022 and 
September 2022.
A tribute gift of $75 or more is 
recognized in Pet Patter.
Tribute donations are a very special 
way to remember and honor loved 
ones and pets. Notification will be 
sent to whomever you ask us to 
notify.

In Memory  
of Individual
 
Ross Barth  Jill Patton  
Louise Battin  Wendel Battin  
Kathryn E. “Katy” Berquist  Janice 
Koermer; Janel Moore; Julie Moore; 
Randy, Rachel & Family and Sandy 
& Dan; Jennifer Brastine; Eberhard 
Manufacturing Company; Jeffrey 
Farkas; Diana Feitl; Sari Feldman; 
Edward and Cindy Hertenstein; 
Tom and Chris Kobus; Sunny Nixon 
and Aaron Cornell; Bob Oeler; 
Donald Pavlik; Moira Petrowski; R&A 
Columbus Associates and Of Counsel; 
Mike and Kathy Romito; Mark 
Sarlson; Jeremy and Jill Young; Your 
Friends at PNC  
Aaron Boron  Janet Boron  
John Bozak  Anonymous; Theresa 
Bozak; Sandra Bozak  
Anne K. Brisch   Nicole Chierici  
Deborah L. Brooks   Timothy 
Mosley; John Palguta  
John R. Burin   Mary Jane Burin  
Jean Caster   Patrick Vickery  
William A. Chilcote   Josepyh V. 
DeGrandis, Jr.; Pete and Robyn 
Shimrak; Tobin Thomas  
Michael Cipriani   Jonathan and 
Lisa Barrett; Janet Beckman; Terri and 
Mark Cipriani; Allen and Sally Gerard; 
Dubick Fixture & Supply Co.
Karen Dasko   Anita Dierker  
Brian Decaprio’s Love of Dogs   
Hillcrest Nursing Leadership Team  
Timothy DeLuca   Miriam Dybiec  
Deanne DiMichelle   Alexander 
Coatoam  
John Philip Ferguson   Jones Day; 
Michael Ruffing; Karin and Siegfried 
Weinhold
Joan Frappier   Robert Frappier  
Robert Gair   International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local 38  
Janice Gibbs   Judy Hunter  
Marc Glasgow   Mary Ann 
Schreiber; Susan Schreiber  
Margaret Glick   Corporate Wings 
Family  
Mark Godale   David Jirousek  
Dick Goddard   Darlene Krotine  
Isaac Grant   Eloise Mason  
Daryl Greene   Anonymous; Tony 
and Al Cowger; Brian Mackey  
Jim Gross   Cathy Magnus  
Patricia Hanych   Steven, Heather 
and McKenna Topp  
Steven J. Horvath   Donna Martin  
Jean Hutter   Jude Ann Fry; James 
and Sandra Koenig  
Peter Hutter   Jude Ann Fry  

Sheila Johnson   Tom and Susan 
Sprague  
Clara Annie Keck   Vicki, Jenny, Lisa, 
and Melissa Rogers  
Susan P. Kersken   Rob and John  
Judith Kilbane   Patricia A. Smith  
John M. Kimmel   Diane Bertin; 
Marguerite S. Bertin and Tom Bertin; 
Joseph Juster; John and Barbara 
Schubert; Allan and Maria Wilkinson  
Dolores and Alex Kleme   April and 
Joe Clark  
Debby Kohr   Don and Carol 
Hatcher; Terri Oldham  
Mary Lannon   Anonymous; Jackson 
Dieken & Associates; The Jackson’s; 
Valore Builders, Inc.; Kim and Charlie 
Maull  
Kathleen Ann Lukas   Friends at 
Work  
Jan C. Lukens   Kathie Lukens; K. W. 
Zellers & Son, Inc.  
Sandra L. Maecker   Barbara Goodin  
Elaine Martin   John Muller  
Mary   Janet Washer  
Robert J. Minarek   Mary Ann 
Minarek  
Mom    Valerie Francesangeli  
Robert “Bob” J. Murphy   Mom, 
Dad and Robby Nunney  
Matthew Noeth   Rick Lalonde  
Kevin R. O’Donoghue   Robert 
Bunting; Uncle Ken and Aunt Debbie  
Mike Ostruh   Jackie Lynn Ostruh  
Agnes Piazza   John Dusek  
George Popovich   Becky Leffler-
Smith  
Anna Pusztay   Pal Pusztai  
Darlene Santucci Rice   Randy and 
Terri Schmidt; Sandra Stocz-Fenton  
Robin Renee Runyon   Evelyn 
Strauss  
Frederick Schulze   Rev. Donald 
King  
Richard William Seiple   Carolyn 
Liggett; Relmec Mechanical LLC; 
Timothy and Shirley Seiple  
Alisa Sladky   Tom and Dianne 
Burtnett  
Tim Smyers   Tony and Debbie 
Reddish  
Scott St. Clair   Seidman Cancer 
Center at SouthWest General 
Hospital  
Lester Stewart   Anonymous  
Angie Stitt   Sandra Kowalski  
Martha Henriette Sumerauer   
Bryan and Keri Strauss; Nicole Troy  
Mike Tanker   Michael and Rita 
Mitch  
Audriona Tartabini   David 
Chabowski  
Carolyn Winifred Toth   Loretta 
Toth  
Phillip Vedda   Dennis Boylan; 
Cheryl Ningard; Karen Onorato  
George Warden   Owner’s 
Management Company  
Betty White   Melinda Rothrock  
Gertrude Louise Yarcusko   
Margaret Chinchar  
Mary Yaro   Connie Tolley  
Barbara Zapotosky   Ken Balazs 
and Margaret Balazs; Maria Hamre; 
Cynthia and Stephan Janosko  
Eugene Zeller  Gary and Nancy 
Parker  
Norman A. Zink  Chris Noble; 
Kimberly Picket; Jennifer Smith  

In Honor of 
Individual

Lory Baldwin  Jo Ann Eckert  
Dan Barach  Wendy Urban-Mead  
Barbara Baum’s Birthday  Leland 
and Linda Baum  
Carrie’s 50th Birthday  UCP Family  
Pat Cermak’s 80th Birthday  
Friends and Family of Patricia Cermak; 
Patricia Cermak; The Crafty Ewe; Joan 
Surace  
Stephanie Doerner and Richard 
Lewis Doerner  Lockwood Family  
Dudley’s (Marm’s) Foster Family  
Robert Rintoul  
Greg Greco  Helen Kovac  
Richard Hunsinger  Gail Zazzara  
Henry Katz’s Bar Mitzvah  Irving 
Katz  
Lisa Kriwinsky  Sue & Mitch Frankel  
Julia Lauritzen and Zach Angeloni  
John Hayford  
John and Cassandra Lewis  Tamara 
Hershberger  
Matthew’s Triplets and Bobby’s 
Birthdays  Kate Matthews and Jackie 
Cassara  
Kate Matthews  Doug, Carrie, 
Ethan, Zach, Jacob and Avery Huey  
Vikki Mertz  Judy and Bob Perry  
Michelle Newland  Oatey and The S 
& S Sales Team; The S & S Sales Team  
Chris Piazza and Chris Herzner  
Marlena Boyce; Bart and Carrie 
Swain; Michael D. Reep, M.D. and 
Wyatt Clark  
Project CARE Program  Ben and 
Julia Brouhard  
Linda Rich  Anonymous; Jim and 
Joanne Collins; Douglas and Judith 
Elliott; Katherine Gonakis; Wendy, 
Dan, Nick, Hannah, Kahle, Kahle Ryan 
& Landon Wade; Barbara Zelley  
Kevin Ropenus  Jenna Scafidi  
Carol K. Schulman  Charles 
Schulman  
Guy Singer and Jodie Chandler’s 
Wedding  William Henterly; Dave, 
Corinne, Blue & Kima Coen  
Spellmire-Plagens Wedding  Julie 
Plagens  
Kathy Tatman  Susan Francioli  

 

In Memory of 
Animal 

Mouse Budge Albano  Michael 
Ruffing  
Bamboozle  Casimira Orlowski  
Benjamin  Don and Pat Humphrey  
Buster  Kate Matthews and Jackie 
Cassara  
Buttons  Ruth Ann Blackburn  
Caesar  Ellen Forquer  
Carter Schuler  Anonymous  
Casey  Rev. Kate Matthews and 
Jackie Cassara  
Charlie  Max and Bryan  
Chips  Irina Khusid  
Coco Wilson  Mark Wilson  
Cuddles and Giorgio  Mary Jane 
Beres  
Donovan   Anonymous  
Rudy Dude  Murray and Connie 

Altose  
Bronx Dura  Becki Carroll  
Ellie  Kimberly Zannetti  
Emma Beware  Theresa Robertson
Erwin  Stephanie Ash and Thomas 
Rehman  
Finnie P.  Mary Walsh  
Fred  Daniel and Kristen Bruckman  
Friday Plata  Vicki and Jack Plata  
Ginger (“Gingy”)  Jessica Miller  
Jake  Ronald Lexa  
Kara  Jebin Zachariah  
Kimba  April and Joe Clark  
Lady  Valerie Francesangeli  
Leo  Katelyn Cast  
Louie  Michael and Denise Mikhail  
Luna  Paul and Christine Schierbaum  
Madison Hoeber  Michael Privitera  
Mandy and Buddy Flaherty  Ben 
and Cathy Flaherty  
Missy, Sampson, Brandy and 
Lucky  Jerry and Lynne Bremer  
Murphy & Coco  Anonymous  
Murphy   Rev. Kate Matthews and 
Jackie Cassara  
Pojoli  Chris and Gaylee McCracken  
Rino Romeo  Amanda Romeo  
Roscoe and Snoopy  Bob and Judy 
Yakley  
Rover  Uncle Michael  
Rubix  Linda McMullen  
Ryder  Kate Matthews and Jackie 
Cassara  
Savana  Ronald Backnick  
Schatzy  Monica Sako  
Siegfried  Kate Matthews and Jackie 
Cassara  
Snoop and Whippet  William 
Walker  
Tennessee  Kate Matthews and 
Jackie Cassara  
Tom, Sam and Pete  Dale Woike  
Trooper  Jo Harley, Michael Harley, 
Jeannine Harley and Lee Kowal  
Vike and Iggy  United Concessions 
Group  

 In Honor of 
Animal

Benny  Irene Kirschenbaum  
Genesis  Melanie Megyesi  
Haily and Mina  Marcy Tesler  
Riley  Lynn Novak  
Zachary, Zeke and Zeus Butterfield  
Debra Butterfield  
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13th Annual Pucks and Paws
SAVE THE DATE
It’s back! The Cleveland Monsters 
invite all four-legged friends and their 
“people” to the 13th Annual Pucks 
& Paws event at Rocket Mortgage 
Fieldhouse on Sunday, April 2, 2022. 
The Monsters will be playing the 
Hershey Bears, and faceoff is at 12 pm. 

The APL has always been the 
beneficiary of the dog tickets, and 
again this year we will also receive 
a portion of the “human” tickets 
that are bought through this special 
offer. In order for the APL to receive 
the additional fundraised portion 
of the human tickets, please use the 
pass code “APL23” when purchasing 
your tickets online to this fun event 
for you and your pooch! Visit www.
ClevelandAPL.org for more details or 
call Jessica Fisher at 216-420-2143. 

Photos by: Arlee Reust

The Cleveland APL’s 
animals are fed Hill’s® 

Science Diet® pet food.

Fox 8’s Natalie Herbick, Cleveland APL’s President 
and CEO, Sharon Harvey, Senior Director of 
Development, Judy Hunter, and Events Manager, 
Abby Miller during the check presentation at the 
end of the live event.

Fox 8’s Todd Meany and Ayse Dunlap, Senior 
Director of Operations, in the outdoor dog 
play yard. 

Thanks to our sponsors!



CLEVELAND ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 
ANNUAL CAGE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
(   ) Yes, I would like to sponsor a cage at the Cleveland Animal Protective League.

Dog Cage Sponsorship:  $1,800 per cage per year.   $150 per cage per month.*
Cat Cage Sponsorship:  $1,500 per cage per year.   $125 per cage per month.*

Small Mammal Cage Sponsorship:  $1,300 per cage per year.  $108.33 per cage per month.*

Please print all information.

Name    Address 

City    State  ZIP 

Phone: Home (      )    Work (      ) 

Cell (      )  E-mail Address:  

 I am enclosing a check for $ made payable to the Cleveland APL.

 Please charge a one-time gift of $         to my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express 

 Please charge a monthly gift of $         to my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express

By signing up for monthly credit card gifts, you authorize your cage sponsorship(s) to be automatically renewed each year until you cancel. 

Account #             3 Digit Security Code                 Expiration Date 

Name as it appears on credit card 

Donor name to appear on plaque: 

This sponsorship is in  honor or  memory of                                                         , who is a  pet or  person

Have questions or need assistance? Please contact Trent Charles, Annual Fund Manager, at (216) 255-5024 or
TCharles@ClevelandAPL.org.

The Cleveland Animal Protective 
League lovingly cares for 
thousands of homeless, injured 
and abused animals each year. 
For some, their cage at the APL, 
complete with a warm bed, toys, 
plenty of food and water, and lots 
of TLC, is the only “home” they 
have ever known. For others, it’s 
a temporary home until they find 
the love of another family. For all 
of them, it’s the reason they’re 
getting a second chance. Our 
annual cage sponsors bring hope 
and comfort to our animals while 
they wait for their future mom or 
dad to adopt them and take them 

home—permanently. We ask that 
you help us to provide all of the 
care and love they need while they 
are with us by becoming a cage 
sponsor. 

Your cage sponsorship will be 
recognized with a plaque on a cage 
in our cat, dog or small mammal 
areas. You may choose to make 
your cage sponsorship in honor 
or in memory of a special pet 
or person or you may choose to 
advertise your business. Cage 
sponsorships are renewable every 
year.

At the Cleveland Animal Protective 
League, healthy, friendly animals 
stay with us until they are adopted. 
We all know a cage in a shelter is 
not a permanent home, but with 
your cage sponsorship, we can 
make it a temporary home away 
from home until they have one of 
their own by providing all the care 
that is needed—and that they so 
rightfully deserve.

For cage sponsorship opportunities 
please see above.

Become A Cage Sponsor! 
Until They Find Their New Home and Family...

Moo Moo was with 
us 4 months and
24 days. Adopted!

Intro was with us 
16 months and 
3 days. Adopted

Lloyd was with us
4 months and 
3 days. Adopted!

*Payment by automatic monthly credit card is required for monthly commitments. See below. 


