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Foggy on the porch of her new home.

The Cleveland APL’s Humane Investigations team works 
diligently to end animal cruelty and neglect through 
education, investigation, and the prosecution of 
offenders. They rescue hundreds of animals every year 
from lives of abandonment and abuse. Foggy was one 
of those animals.

In June 2023, Foggy was found by the HI team abandoned 
and emaciated in a backyard. A pit bull terrier mix, Foggy 
was about two years old. You could see her hip bones and 
count every rib. She weighed just over 16 pounds. She was 
frightened by the world around her and everyone in it. 

Foggy was taken to the APL. She was safe there, but 
found it nearly impossible to trust people, even the APL 
staff and volunteers. She slowly permitted a few staff 
members to walk and care for her. She was sent to a foster 
home to decompress—to give her a break from the shelter 
environment. Still, she remained withdrawn.

Kim saw Foggy’s post on Facebook. She was moved 
by Foggy’s story, but not able to adopt her. Kim’s dog 
Buddy was 16 1/2 years old, and Kim knew that their time 
together was winding down. She wanted her long-time 
friend, Buddy, to have peace in his remaining days and 
did not want to bring another dog home. Still, Kim was 
touched by Foggy’s plight. In April 2024, Kim went to the 
APL to meet her.

Their first few visits went as expected; Foggy ignored 
Kim, then just barked at her. Kim persisted. She visited 
Foggy nearly every week, for 20 or 30 minutes at a time. 
Foggy remained unapproachable. After several visits, 
APL volunteer Suzanne offered to let Kim see how Foggy 
behaved with someone she knew. Kim decided to bring 
her daughter with her to meet Foggy. She immediately 
warmed up to her daughter, becoming playful, joyful, 
and affectionate. One day, Kim even found Foggy having 
lunch with the HI Chief in his office. These sights made 
Kim hopeful.

Kim’s husband, Doug, began to join her on her visits. 
Doug speaks with pride of his wife’s patience with 
Foggy. “It really was important to Kim,” he explains, 
“I could see how much it meant to her. There was 
never a question in Kim’s mind. You could see how 
determined she was to give this dog a good life.”

Eventually, Kim’s persistence began to pay off. Kim 
and Doug began to meet Foggy in the play yards, 
where she greeted them with some enthusiasm. 
By this time, Foggy had supporters in all quarters, 
including Kim’s dad, who encouraged Kim to adopt 
Foggy when the time was right.

A nonprofit Humane Society 
serving Greater Cleveland and 
Cuyahoga County since 1913.
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Visit the APL

Animal Resource Center Hours:
Monday - Saturday  10am - 5:30pm
Sunday  Closed 
Phone Number:   216-771-8825

Please visit our website at ClevelandAPL.org for the most 
up-to-date information. Hours may be subject to change.

Adoption and Education Center Hours:
Monday-Friday  11am - 6pm
Saturday   10am - 5pm
Sunday   12pm - 4pm
Phone Number:   216-771-4616

You know that saying, “A picture is worth a thousand 
words?” Well, if this picture doesn’t tell a story, I’m not 
sure what will. 

The lengths to which some pet owners will go to ensure 
their beloved pets receive the care they need can be 
hard to describe with mere words. Despite financial 
hardships and other barriers to care such as access to 
transportation, technology, and other resources that 
many of us take for granted, kind, compassionate 
families routinely display extraordinary devotion to their 
pets, often sacrificing their own comfort and well-being.

It is not uncommon to hear of people who have 
prioritized their pet’s well-being and are skipping meals, 
delaying or forgoing their own medical care, working 
extra hours, or going without basic necessities to afford 
veterinary bills, medication, or even food for their pets. 
Some travel great distances to reach low-cost clinics or 
charitable organizations like the Cleveland APL that 
offer discounted services to qualified pet owners. Others 
resort to crowdfunding, borrowing money, or seeking 
help from friends and family just to afford a single visit 
to the vet. In many cases, these sacrifices stem from the 
fear of losing a beloved companion and primary source 
of emotional stability.

Pets are family. The emotional bond between a pet 
and its owner is profound, especially for those facing 
financial instability. In many cases, pets provide 
companionship, emotional support, and a sense of 
purpose in challenging circumstances.    

This connection drives many pet owners to do whatever 
it takes to keep their pets healthy, even when faced 
with overwhelming obstacles. Even when it means 
walking a mile round trip from the nearest bus stop 
with your cat in a carrier perched on your shoulder.

And then, there are the people who finally are forced 
to make the painful decision to surrender their pets to 
an animal shelter. But shelters are filled to capacity and 
struggling to accommodate the increasing number of 
pets needing to come in. That means the most effective 
and compassionate way forward is to connect these 
people who love their pets to the resources they need 
to keep their pets in their homes and out of shelters. 

The dedication of these pet families highlights an 
urgent need for accessible resources, such as affordable 
veterinary care, spay/neuter programs, and pet food 
banks, as well as greater public awareness about the 
struggles they face. But these progressive programs 
come at a cost. Only with your support can we devote 
more resources to ensuring that the value of the 
human-animal bond isn’t defined solely by dollar signs. 

The Cleveland APL’s mission is to foster compassion and 
end animal suffering, but animal suffering isn’t always 
about abuse or neglect. They also suffer when they lose 
their homes, the people they love, and find themselves 
alone in a cage. At the APL, we give them love and do 
our very best to make their time with us as positive as 
it can be, but we are not 
their family and we’re not 
home.

Thank you for believing 
in and supporting our 
mission and fostering 
compassion by working 
with us and providing 
support that will help 
to keep these families 
together.

affoGATO Cat Café Hours:
Wednesday & Friday  3pm - 7pm
Saturday   9:30am - 2pm &
  3:30pm - 6:30pm
Sunday   9:30am - 2pm 
Phone Number:   440-941-5130



Making a DifferenceThank You Fox 8 for
Hosting the Dick Goddard APL Telethon

The 10th annual Dick Goddard APL Telethon aired on Fox 8 
on Thursday, September 12. This fantastic event was hosted 
by Fox 8 personalities and animal lovers Natalie Herbick, Todd 
Meany, and Kenny Crumpton.

Between 6 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Fox 8 viewers saw vignettes 
that featured some of the amazing animals who were in our 
care. The segments showcased the meaningful and life-saving 
work that takes place at the Cleveland APL every day. The 
event inspired viewers to make donations to help the animals 
who are cared for by the Cleveland APL. 

We are happy to report that more than $179,000 was raised 
to support our mission and life-saving work! A total of 148 
people gave their time as volunteers—121 of whom staffed 
our phone bank and spoke to the animal-loving viewers who 
called in to donate.

We are so grateful to Fox 8, Natalie Herbick, Todd Meany, 
Kenny Crumpton, and the sponsors who made this wonderful 
event possible. A special thank you to our Presenting Sponsor, 
Cross Country Mortgage.

Tune in next year for the 11th annual Dick Goddard APL 
Telethon in the fall!

Fox 8’s, Natalie Herbick, was excited to be with the 
Cleveland APL team during the check presentation at 
the end of the Telethon!

Two volunteers from k2mdesigns. Thank you to all the 
vounteer groups that helped on the phone banks from: 
AM Higley, Benesch, Cargill, Cross Country Mortgage, 
Fairport Wealth, k2mdesign, Medical Mutual, Thompson 
Hine, Vantage Financial, and Vocon

Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor:
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The Cleveland Animal Protective League’s programs and services are made possible through donations from caring 
people like you. Here are just a few of the ways you can give to the Cleveland APL, allowing us to continue our life-
saving work, while receiving tax benefits as well.

• You can make a gift of stock to the Cleveland APL. Here is the information you will need to gift stock: 

Raymond James 
DTC Participant #725 
For further credit to: Animal Protective League a/c #8855Y413

• Your investment in a donor-advised fund provides an immediate tax benefit for you, and 
that means your donations go even further to help the causes closest to your heart.

• If you have an IRA and are over 70 1/2 years old, you can reduce your taxable income by 
directly transferring your required minimum distribution to a qualified charity such as the 
Cleveland APL.

 
For more information about any of these giving options, please call Judy Hunter, Vice 
President of Philanthropy and Communications, at 216-344-1353.

Other Ways to Give

Scan QR Code to Give

December 2024
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Top Sirloin Gets Grade-A Medical Care—
and a Prime New Life! 

Another Happy Tale

Top Sirloin, a sweet six-year-old Tabby, was surrendered to the APL 
when her owner could no longer care for her. 

Top Sirloin immediately captured everyone's hearts with her gentle 
purrs and sweet disposition. During what was expected to be routine 
spay surgery, the veterinary team noticed she was breathing strangely. 
X-rays revealed a heartbreaking discovery: Top Sirloin had very little 
lung volume because her liver and intestines were in her heart sac. 
This rare and serious condition, known as a Peritoneal Pericardial 
Diaphragmatic Hernia, meant that without expensive specialty surgery, 
she would struggle to breathe, and her life expectancy would be 
drastically shortened.

To help Top Sirloin, the APL turned to the Second Chance Program. 
Some animals come to the APL with serious medical conditions or 
injuries, needing extensive treatment or surgery. Generous friends 
of the APL donate specifically to the Second Chance Program, which 
enables the APL to pay for and provide specialty care to those animals 

in great need. Thanks to this amazing program, Top Sirloin would get her second chance at a happy life.

Top Sirloin’s delicate, open chest surgery was a success. The surgeon repositioned her organs and repaired the hernia. 
Top Sirloin recovered quickly and was ready to start her happy new life.

Luckily for Top Sirloin, Mike and Deb decided that it was time to add a pet to their family. The two of them are true 
animal lovers who have had their share of both dogs and cats. This time, 
Mike and Deb decided that a cat would be a good fit for them. Deb 
bought cat supplies, then, one Monday morning in July, woke Mike and 
told him they were going to the APL to get a cat. 

The pair went into the cat adoption room to see who might be 
interested in joining their family. They took individual cats into a smaller 
room to “interview” them. The first cat was standoff-ish. The second 
cat swiped at them. The third cat, Top Sirloin, was just right. She was all 
purrs and snuggles and seemed ready to go home. And only three weeks 
after her surgery, she did just that.

A new name for Top Sirloin popped into Mike’s head: Dara. He did 
some quick research and found that the name means “gift” or “pearl 
of wisdom”—much more fitting for this tiny princess than her formerly 
meat-y name. 

Dara adjusted to her new home quickly. In a matter of days, she 
had chosen several favorite places to nap, including any one of a 
half-dozen cat beds and at least one “human” bed. She has plenty 
of windows through which to watch squirrels and birds, and a 
basketful of toys from which to choose. Recently, she discovered 
another “toy,” when she learned the joy of jumping into the bathtub to 
chase her tail. But her favorite activity by far is cuddling. And her new 
mom and dad make sure she gets plenty of that.

Mike and Deb love their tiny girl dearly. In fact, Mike confirms, she’s simply “a-Dara-ble.”  

The APL, its generous donors, the veterinary professionals, and, most of all, Mike and Deb, gave Dara a Second Chance 
at life and love. Congratulations, Dara, on your happily-ever-after!

Top Sirloin (now Dara) in her new home.

Top Sirloin (now Dara) playing with Mike.



Thank You to the Zangerle Family...
We are grateful to the family and friends of Molly Zangerle, who have funded Molly’s Suburban Spay it Forward 
Program in her memory. Molly was a cat lover, and this program makes an incredible difference for community 
cats and their caretakers. Molly’s Suburban Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR) program helps to decrease the fee paid by 
caretakers to have community cats from Cleveland suburbs spayed or neutered through the Cleveland APL’s TNR 
services. The program is a beautiful tribute to Molly’s love for cats, and we are sure she would be happy to know 
this program is helping to prevent the birth of homeless, helpless litters of kittens on the streets.

Making a DifferenceMaking a DifferenceMaking a Difference
2023 Volunteers of 
the Year
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At our annual volunteer celebration at BrewDog in July, 
the winners of the 2023 Volunteers of the Year award were 
announced. Ericka Campbell from Seven Hills, Nancy Parker from 
Novelty, and Diana Leuenberger from Elyria each received this 
prestigious recognition for their extraordinary volunteer service to 
the Cleveland APL and its animals.

Ericka Campbell was recognized for making a difference for our 
dogs in addition to training our new incoming volunteers—over 
240 hours in coaching alone in 2023. Nancy Parker was recognized 
for her steadfast involvement and quiet leadership with the APL 
for over 20 years. She processes many gifts in our Development 
Department and helps with our special events. Diana Leuenberger 
was recognized for her willingness to provide care for many 
different animals through our foster care program.  She helped 54 
animals in 2023. Each volunteer received the prestigious award for 
their extraordinary service to the Cleveland APL and our animals. 

A big thank you to BrewDog for hosting the event! BrewDog is dog-friendly and has an indoor/outdoor space for 
guests to eat, drink, and play games. Thank you to this year’s recipients and to all our amazing volunteers for your 
dedication and commitment to the Cleveland APL! We could not do what we do without your help!

We are excited to announce the arrival of the Cleveland APL’s 2025 
Annual Calendar!  Again, this year, we let you pick the final “Pet of 
the Month” in the calendar. After the voting of the top 10 runners-
up took place, we were happy to announce that GG’s beautiful photo 
received the most votes and is featured in the calendar as “Pet of the 
Month” in November. Overall, more than $2,600 was raised for the 
Cleveland APL during this fun addition to our calendar contest! 

The calendar makes a great gift, especially for the holidays! To order 
your copy, visit our website or visit our animal resource center in 
Tremont. To preview the calendar, visit www.clevelandapl.org/pet-
calendar.

Don’t miss the chance for your pet to be featured in the 2026 
calendar! Enter online at www.ClevelandAPL.org or call 216-377-
1628 for more information. Also, look for the calendar contest voting 
again next year on our website!

Purchase Your 2025 Calendar Now!

Jackson, Oscar, Delilah, and Marley are our 2025 
Cover Stars thanks to their parents winning the 
honor at the Cleveland APL 2023 Fur Ball gala!

Ericka Campbell, 2023 Volunteer of the Year

December 2024



Community News

More than 400 guests helped us to raise more than $357,000 to benefit the APL’s Second Chance Program during the 
Cleveland Animal Protective League’s annual gala, which was held both in-person and virtually on Saturday, November 2! 
Our host, Monica Robins from WKYC and our auctioneer, Karolyn Isenhart welcomed guests to the InterContinental Hotel 
for the most tail-wagging event of the year.

In-person attendees had a great time and enjoyed “paws-ing” at the many food stations as well as bidding on fabulous 
items in our live and silent auctions, while virtual guests were able to bid on auction items and enjoy our Fur Ball program 
from the comfort of their own homes. All guests also learned about some very special animals whose lives were saved 
because of the medical care and expertise the Second Chance Program allows us to provide. 

Nigel, a three-year-old Lab/Pit mix, who came to the APL suffering from a severe rectal prolapse and barely able to walk 
due to old injuries on his legs, was the night’s VIP (Very Important Pooch). After receiving medical treatment and specialty 
surgery, Nigel recovered completely! His amazing foster mom spent months with him, helping him recover through 
physical therapy and so much support. When it was time for him to be adopted, she could not bear to part with him, and 
he became the newest member of her family! Thanks to the generous donors to the Second Chance Program, we were 
able to provide Nigel with the specialized medical care he needed to make his happily-ever-after possible.

Also featured in the videos were Carly, a four-year-old Boxer mix, who came to the APL severely emaciated and suffering 
from mange and patchy skin; Leo, a two-year-old cat who was found dehydrated and suffering with a displaced eye and 
jaw injury; and Pretzel, a sweet one-year-old rabbit who came to us with severe limb injuries, requiring two amputations.

A committed group of APL volunteers works on the gala all year long. A special thank you to our Committee Chairs: 
Auction Procurement Co-Chairs Ashleigh Gomez and Jeff Eisenberg; Auction Presentation Co-Chairs Angela DeMuesy and 
Katie Zehr; Auction Operations Co-Chairs Barbara Reitzloff and Sabah Bhat; Decorations Co-Chairs Ginny Russ and Janet 
Smith; and Transportation Chair Rick Simna. Without their hard work, and the hard work of the many other volunteers 
who served on committees and helped during the gala, Fur Ball would not be possible!

Save the date and join us again next year for Fur Ball 2025 on Saturday, November 1, in-person at the InterContinental 
Hotel Cleveland and virtually!

Fur Ball 2024 – Tails of the Wild West
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D I A M O N D

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
G O L D S I L V E R

B R O N Z E M E D I AB R A S S

Celebrity host, Monica Robins, 
during the program



It’s back! The Cleveland Monsters 
invite all four-legged friends and 
their “people” to the 15th Annual 
Pucks & Paws event at Rocket 
Mortgage Fieldhouse. The Monsters 
will be playing the Hershey Bears on 
Saturday, March 8th, at 4 p.m.

The APL has always been the 
beneficiary of the dog tickets, and 
again this year we will also receive a 
portion of the “human” tickets that 
are bought through this special offer. 

For the APL to receive the additional fundraised portion of the 
human tickets, please use the pass code “APL25” when purchasing 
your tickets online to this fun event for you and your pooch! 

Visit www.ClevelandAPL.org for more details or call Jessica Fisher at 
216-420-2143.

Save the Date – 
Pucks & Paws

Volunteer at the APL
Share your love of animals and become a Cleveland Animal 
Protective League volunteer. Interested in helping the animals at the 
Cleveland APL from your own home or at our shelter? 

Check out our website at www.ClevelandAPL.org for more 
information and to submit an online volunteer application to be 
invited to a future orientation based upon your interest. Don’t 
delay—get involved today!

December 2024

Opportunities to Give
Many generous individuals choose to donate to the Cleveland APL in lieu of giving gifts for birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries, Bat Mitzvahs, Bar Mitzvahs, etc.  Their thoughtfulness is a wonderful tribute to their love for ani-
mals. Call 216-344-1353 if you would like to learn more about how your celebration can help the APL’s homeless 
animals.

In addition, many individuals choose to give through a workplace giving program. Federal employees also have 
the opportunity to give to the APL through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC). The Cleveland APL’s Combined 
Federal Campaign number is 29857. The Cleveland APL’s Tax ID number is 34-0714644.
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Upcoming Event

Volunteers, staff, and guests alike put on their best  
Western-inspired attire for our Tails of the Wild West 
themed event!

From left to right: Katie Zehr (Nigel's foster and now 
adoptive Mom), Nigel (our VIP), and Angela DeMuesy, 
Auction Presentation Co-Chair

Nigel (our VIP) greeting guests



Barbara Reitzloff, APL Volunteer, assisted in the writing of this issue’s happy tales.

Another Happy Tale

Ruby, then called Gisselle, is a pretty, blonde, long-haired 
Chihuahua mix. Sadly, when she arrived at the APL in May 2024, 
her life was not as beautiful.

Gisselle was approximately two years old when her owner moved 
to a nursing home. The owner’s family surrendered Gisselle to the 
APL. There was one hitch—Gisselle was pregnant.

At the APL, the medical staff examined the mom-to-be and found 
she was thin but basically in good health. They decided that 
Gisselle would benefit from some extra TLC in a foster home, 
until her babies arrived.

The APL foster care volunteers help care for hundreds of animals 
every year. The APL provides medication, food, and veterinary 
care, and APL foster families supply transportation to veterinary 
appointments, socialization, and, most of all, love. The foster 
families do it all for no pay. Then, often with heavy hearts, the 
foster families return their foster “child” to the APL to find their 
new home.

Gisselle was fortunate; she went to stay with foster mom Betty, 
who pampered the new mom-to-be while they waited for the 
puppies to arrive. Gisselle had six puppies in all—five girls and 
one boy. Gisselle stayed with Betty and her family a little longer, 
then returned to the APL to find her forever home.

Elizabeth’s fiancé, Pat, had a family dog that Elizabeth loved. That 
dog, Bailey, passed away after a good, long life of more than 15 
years. Elizabeth knew it was time that she and Pat got a dog of their 
own and wanted to give that dog a wonderful life like Bailey had. 
Elizabeth saw Gisselle on the APL website one evening. Elizabeth 
knew that small dogs get adopted quickly, and a cutie like Gisselle 
wouldn’t stay at the shelter long. She was at the APL the next day, 
long before the doors opened, to be the first to meet Gisselle.

Meeting Gisselle turned out to be more difficult than expected. 
Gisselle had been out of the kennel three times that day, and 
steadfastly refused to leave again. In a leap of faith, Elizabeth 
decided to adopt her, and try to give Gisselle the life she deserved. 
Gisselle even got a new name, Ruby, to go with her new life.

Ruby rode home with Elizabeth never having left her crate. Elizabeth 
carefully set up a small space in the kitchen for her. As Elizabeth and 
Pat have no other pets and no children, it would be a quiet spot. They 
were prepared to let Ruby come to them in her own time. 

That first evening, they slowly opened the crate door and BAM! 
Ruby busted out of the crate and jumped on Elizabeth, wiggling and 

wagging her tail. She rolled over, demanding belly rubs. She kissed Pat as well, a little shyly at first. Ruby was home.

Ruby continues to adjust happily to her new family. Elizabeth and Pat have taken her to training classes to work on her 
confidence. She likes other dogs more than other people. But mostly, Ruby loves being a homebody. She likes treats and 
squeaky toys and stealing socks to throw in the air. She loves her uncle, Elizabeth’s brother. She hears news occasionally of 
her puppies, all of whom found good homes. Her favorite thing? Cuddling with Elizabeth and Pat. 

Ruby has fully embraced her happy new life. Congratulations, Elizabeth and Pat, on finding your beautiful, hidden gem!

Ruby in the driveway of her new home.

Ruby: A Hidden Gem
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Ruby snuggling up with her new family!



9

Thank You So Much!
Community News

Thanks to the generosity and efforts of everyone involved in 
these events, over $23,000 was raised to help the Cleveland 
APL and our animals.

A New HoriZen 
for donating proceeds from their Puppy Yoga class.

The Baker’s Basement 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through its “Baseball 
Sculptures” event.

Blue Sky Yoga and Healing Arts, Inc. 
for donating to the Cleveland APL.

Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospital 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through its Nurses Week 
celebration.

Cleveland Guardians 
for donating proceeds from “Bark in the Park” to the Cleveland 
APL.

Hilton Cleveland Downtown 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through its “Kitten Paw-ty."

Jack Cleveland Casino 
for collecting donations for the Cleveland APL through its Change 
for Charity program.

North Royalton Animal Hospital 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through its Annual Pet Carnival 
event.

Samantha Echo 
for donating proceeds from her “Don’t Touch Me, I’m Famous!” 
drag show to the Cleveland APL.

St. Angela Merici Church 
for donating to the Cleveland APL.

Staffing Solutions Enterprises 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through its Give Back Program.

Timeless Streetwear Co. 
for donating a portion of sales to the Cleveland APL.

UAW Local 1050 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through its fundraiser. 

Wild Eagle Saloon 
for donating raffle proceeds to the Cleveland APL.

We also appreciate the additional in-kind donations we 
have received from our friends and supporters. 

To learn about how your business or organization can host 
your own Community Fundraiser, please call Abby Miller, 
Events Manager, at (216)377-1628. You can also visit our 
website, www.ClevelandAPL.org to view our Community 
Fundraiser Policies and Application.

Happy Tale
Foggy
...continued from page 1

Sadly, Buddy passed away in late June 2024. Kim 
had been visiting Foggy at the APL for months 
at that point. And while she wasn’t certain 
she was ready for another dog; Kim knew that 
Foggy had waited long enough. It was time 
for her to come home. And on July 3, 2024, 
Foggy did just that. Kim was particularly glad 
that her dad saw Foggy come home, he passed 
away later that month, knowing that Kim had 
adopted this special girl.

After just a few months with Kim and Doug, 
Foggy has come a very long way. Initially, she 
was nervous and didn’t like going outside alone. 
She would just sit and look around. Then, one 
day, Kim let her out into the yard, and Foggy 
took off running, “like the wind.” The look on 
her face, Kim says, was “pure joy.”

Now, Foggy spends her days next to Kim while 
Kim works from home. She takes lots of walks, 
including pack walks with families from her dog-
training class. She gets up early every morning 
ready to play, and at bedtime heads into her 
“house” in Doug and Kim’s room for a good 
night’s sleep. As her life has transformed, so 
has her appearance. Foggy is now at a healthy 
weight, her coat shines, and her eyes are bright. 
She has a beautiful doggy smile on her face.

They say that with love and patience, nothing is 
impossible. Foggy is proof of that. Thank you to 
everyone, especially Kim, who made sure Foggy 
got her happily-ever-after.

December 2024

The Cleveland APL’s 
animals are fed Hill’s® 
Science Diet® pet food.

Foggy snuggling up on her very own bed!



Making a Difference
From Volunteers to Vets: 
A Shared Journey with the APL

Two APL volunteers transformed their passion for animal care into fulfilling careers as veterinarians. Dr. Anita Grigor and 
Dr. Kristen Haynes first joined the APL as volunteers in 2012. Their stories, rooted in a shared interest in animal welfare, 
have come full circle as they now serve as valued members of the APL veterinary team.

A Passion Ignited 

Dr. Grigor was inspired to volunteer at the APL after adopting her dog, 
Snickers. She began helping as a foster care volunteer and quickly took 
on more of an active role in the clinic as a volunteer veterinary support 
associate. Dr. Grigor said what truly sparked her passion for animal welfare 
was the welcoming atmosphere at the APL and the impactful work being 
done to help animals in need. She logged more than 3,300 volunteer hours!

Meanwhile, Dr. Haynes’ journey started in 2012, when she joined the APL 
as a Pet Partner alongside her mother, Andrea, and brother, Matthew. 
Pet Partners are children from ages 9-15 who volunteer with the help of 
an adult. In 10th grade, Dr. Haynes volunteered as a dog walker, before 
progressing to fostering, and helping at special events. She soon became 
interested in becoming more involved at the clinic, returning for an 
externship during veterinary school before graduating. Haynes contributed 
more than 550 hours, and her mother and brother remain active volunteers 
to this day!

Coming Full Circle

Both women have returned to the APL as full-time veterinarians, ready 
to contribute to the mission that first inspired them. As part of the APL 
veterinary team, Dr. Grigor and Dr. Haynes are not only applying their skills 
but are staunch advocates for low-cost veterinary care. 

Dr. Grigor said her favorite part of working at the APL is the ability to 
support almost every animal and client who walks in the door. “The APL has 
always held a special place in my heart,” Dr. Grigor said. “Being able to help 
animals and families in my community is a dream come true.” Dr. Haynes 
shares this sentiment, expressing that her favorite part about working at 
the APL is the focus on supporting families that need care for their pets, no 
matter their economic background. While veterinary care can become costly, 
the APL works to make sure that animals receive the medical attention they 
need and deserve.

“I am proud to work at an establishment in my hometown that strives to 
keep pets happy and healthy and with their families,” said Dr. Haynes. “No 
one should be denied the happiness and unconditional love of responsibly 
owning a pet due to economic hardships.”

As they continue to inspire others, Dr. Grigor and Dr. Haynes are not just 
veterinarians; they are a testament to the impact of compassion and 
dedication in the world of animal care. For those that are interested in 
volunteering or entering the veterinary field, Dr. Hayne’s advice is to get 
involved and explore your options. She said one of the best ways to gain 
experience is through volunteering! Dr. Grigor’s advice is to “never give up!” 
She said that she worked very hard to be accepted to veterinary school and 
that her experience at the APL helped immensely.  

For more information on volunteering with the Cleveland APL, please visit clevelandapl.org/volunteer and complete an 
application. For those interested in careers at the APL, visit clevelandapl.org/about-us/employment.

10

Dr. Haynes volunteering with her family at 
The Wizard of Pawz Fur Ball Gala in 2018

From left to right: Dr. Haynes and Dr. Grigor 
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Tributes
Making a Difference

The following tribute gifts were 
received between June and September 
2024. A tribute gift of $75 or more 
is recognized in Pet Patter.Tribute 
donations are a very special way to 
remember and honor loved ones 
and pets. Notification will be sent to 
whomever you ask us to notify.

In Memory  
of Individual
Robert Anzalone Samantha 
Dahlstrom, Mary and Steve Dimotsis, 
Bob Larner, Alicia Templeton
Tina Blackham Helen Carroll
Rosemary A. Boehm Christina 
Boehm
John "Mike" Brant Robert Timko
Mary Brinkman Nicole Dunn, Daniel 
G. Schmidt
Lauria Burdick The O'Callaghan 
Family
Michael Cipriani Janet Beckman, 
Terry and Mark Cipriani, Dubick 
Fixture & Supply Co., Sally and Allen 
Gerard
Paula Ann Cohol Diane Rupert-
Harmon
Rodney Verne Coleman Christine 
Elgenessu
Meg Collings Social Study Club 
Cleveland
Elizabeth "Beth" Connelly Paul and 
Susan Corbeil, Sarah Kirk 
Helene "Sue" DeFife Janet Boron
Edith L. "Edie" Dieckow Gayle Brun, 
James Lader, Pam Nelson
John C. Drozda Evelyn and David 
Rachid
Dan Fauver Kathleen Dugan, Thoriq 
Hardian, Jessica Reese
Dr. Clint Scott Felker Mary Burns, 
Julie Jones, Tracy Jones, Hadley 
Wahlfeld, John Waldeck
Jeanette A. Fisher Joseph Fisher
Ethel Frantz Cathy Dougherty, 
Marianne and Jerry Frantz, Karen 
Gardner, Gary Grill, Marsha Meyer, 
Patricia Potter, Paul Sauerland, 
Mary Ann Schreiber, Susan and Bob 
Schrieber, Michele Sherman, Dane 
Wesley, Pamela and Frank Ziss 
Joan Frappier Robert Frappier
Michael J. Gale Jr. Michael Malone, 
Carolyn Miclea, Christopher Williams
Gerald Galestock Sharon Valus
Dick Goddard Anonymous, Michael 
Brillhart, Candace Hughes, Marilyn 
and Kevin McQuade, Pamela and 
Piero Ramacciato
Karen Goodyear Kindra and John 
Smith
Cormac "Bud" Gorman Christine 
Mitchell, Kathleen Naughton, Karen 
and Robert Rowley
Jannette Haloua Robert Beech
Robert "Bob" Hampson Stephanie 
Hampson
Nancy Hansen Barbara and Lou 
Kaszas

William C. Harvey Lorraine Harvey
Sonja Hoexter Terri Oldham
John Hoffa Marjorie Swikert
Ethel Hostetler Nancy Parker
Joyce Hronek Bridget Benzie, Marie 
Cross, Diana Dimitru, Kathy Fern, Lisa 
Harcula, Ted Horansky, Erin Hout, Jeff 
Kish, Barbara Kost, Kate Kost, Laura 
Matyja, Mary Midnight, Jean Nolan, 
Bill and Rita Purdy, John Roach, Lynne 
Sexstella, Andrew Scheuer, Tom Scully, 
Sue and Jan Slater, Quadax, Inc.
Charles W. "Wes" Jackson, Jr. Ph.D. 
Swanhild Voneida
Louise Jares Patricia Falasco, Renee 
and Michael Laurello
Timothy C. Jenkins Mary Digel
Nancy Kassor Linda Serafin
Lisa A. Kaurich Karl Kaurich
Kathleen J. King Carol Olson, Carol 
Riordan
Dolores and Alex Kleme April and 
Joe Clark
Susan D. Kollai April McMain, Jim 
Weiss
Katarina Kraljevic Karin Mente
Marilyn C. Litvene Barbara Bruck, 
Allen Segal
Jan C. Lukens Kathie Lukens
Rosemary Martin Jean and Frank 
Andorka, Scott Deliman, Marjorie 
Gessner, Brian Kuck
Patricia McGinty Joseph Herman, 
Mona Skal, Erin Sonderman, Charles 
Stephan
Robert J. Minarek Mary Ann Minarek
Robert "Bob" Minning Janet Boron
Mom, who was a pet person Al 
Smith
Brandon Lee Morlock Lynda 
Engeman
Theresa Myers Shirley Borckardt, 
Michael and Kelly Gilkey, Laurie 
Rauser, Barbara Veno
Scott O'Con Douglas Dyer, Gay 
Gardner, Anson Hall, Tawny 
Hammond, Keith Laskey, Andy Little, 
David Schmidt, Anonymous
Jean R. Packard Jessica Mathewson
Robert J. Page Michael Goyette
Aunt Pat Kara and Jim Lasher
Barbara C. Pringle Robert Nicholas
William E. Reagan, Jr. Jennifer and 
Bob Howe, Maggie and Pete Reagan, 
Margaret and Donald Reagan
Frank D. Rehor Josephine Almigdad-
Rehor
Stanley Houston Rhodes Hans A. 
Lindt
Tony Russ Kara and Jim Lasher
Omar S. Sampat Dave Harper, Debra 
Horn 
Charles Scott Rebecca Townsend
Jessica Ross Sheehan Hazel and Neil 
Brown
Lawrence L. Smalley Priscilla and 
Paul Consiglio, Karen Hollo, Paulette 
Penzes
Donald Smith Jackie Lynn Ostruh
Keith D. Smolik Karen Kowalski

Gary Stark Christine Bertlemann, 
Marissa Billiter, Dennis Gaughan, 
Brenda Karich, Barbara and Dennis 
Lubin, Jane Temple-Forman, Evan 
Thomas
Kathleen Marie "Kitty" Sturik 
Ronald Takach
Richard J. Thorley Amanda Romeo
Robert Weaver Marjorie Weaver
Marilyn Weinstein Valerie Stefancin
Dr. Patricia Wyman Donna Mazzola, 
Derek Mitchell
Laura Rose Wynn Yedlick Marie 
Bozek, Renee and Michael Salem, 
Pamela Visti 
Mr. Z Nancy Attwell
Mary Jane "Molly" Zangerle Mary 
Sorgen-Ralston, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Zangerle

In Honor 
of Individual
Aubrey Bryan's graduation Pam 
and Bill Summers and Family
Renee Davis Jackie Cassara and Kate 
Matthews
My employers Judy Lombardo
Fairport Wealth Emily Drake
Leslie Flowers MetroHealth Sheroes
Robert J. Fulop James Eibler
Betty Holmes Mary Jane and Tim 
Matthews
Joey, Kate, and Adam for the 
Baseball Sculptures Event The 
Dedinsky Family
Lisa Kriwinsky Sue and Mitch Frankel
Teresa Shultz Elbert V. Schultz
Kathy Tatman Susan Francioli
Corey Vigliucci Jani Groza and 
Kristine Neate

In Memory  
of Animal
Angel Carey Miklavcic
Angie and Sylvester Lorraine 
Armstrong
Asher Dr. Barbara Baetz-Greenwalt 
and Dr. Peter N. Greenwalt
Aubrey Courtney and Aviv Ben-Meir
Bella Marissa Duke
Birdie Jennifer Campi
Blaze Dawn and Dennis Swit
Bosley Andrew Scherer
Bruce Debbie and Barry DeBock
Buster Jackie Rothstein
Carmella Anonymous
Carter Schuler Anonymous
Charlie Joseph Kovacs
Chip Jeffrey Branche
Cleo and Sugar Eric Schirch
Cooper Aaron Najfach
Cuddles and Giorgio Mary Jane 
Beres
CutiePie Gretchen Kocher, D.V.M.
Daisy Mae Erin Dooley
Duke, Leo and Chewie Dawn and 
Dennis Swit

Foxie Kevin McClelland
Ginger ("Gingy") Jessica Miller
Gizzi Scarlett Stein Amanda Romeo
Gracie Jackie Cassara and Kate 
Matthews
Greycloak Diana and Jay Ketchaver
Hershey and Jenna Karen Edwards
Ida, Daisy and Belle Lydia Lamcha
Kabosu Stacey Frausto
Kimba April and Joe Clark
Kobe and Sprout Megan Mitchell
Lacey Robert Boltz Jr.
Louie Denise and Michael Mikhail
Louie Amanda Romeo
Lucy Gretchen Kocher, D.V.M.
Lyndsay, Whitecloud, and Murphy 
Penny Pumphrey
Maggie Kimberly Zannetti
Max Joseph Marino
Moots, Coots, and Cassidy Maria 
O'Donnell
Onyx Stanley Goldstein
Pebbles Eve Pihl
Precious, Sunshine, Beau, Daley, 
and Chatty William Eichenberg
Pup Stump and the 2024 1L JDO 
dogs that passed away JoAnn 
Cummings
Roscoe and Snoopy Judy and Bob 
Yakley
Ruffles, Kobe and Max Carus Joe 
Caruso
Snoop and Whippet William Walker
Sophie Crystal and Brian
Sugar Bear Jane Elias and Family
Sunshine William Eichenberg
Teddy and Rocky Marilyn Wilkinson
Titus Amanda Romeo
Wednesday Michael Malkamaki
Wendy and Raven Janet Nyka
My 3 Whippets Judith Franz
A white stray cat Mr. and Mrs 
Christian Kaul
Zowie Marilyn and Richard Busch

In Honor of 
Animal
All small creatures who brighten 
our world Jane Elias and Family
Barney, Chip, and Eddie Barbara 
Burke
Kayla Christine Clark
King and Zeus Nicholas Haffa
Lefty and Spike Laura Martin
Miracle Dennis Brown
Piper and Pipin Elie Hasrouni
Pippa Lou Julie Brown
Soxx Sharon Caronita
Taz David E. Amos
Wanda James Wakelee



CLEVELAND ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 
ANNUAL CAGE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
(   ) Yes, I would like to sponsor a cage at the Cleveland Animal Protective League.

Please print all information.

Name    Address 

City    State  ZIP 

Phone: Home (      )    Work (      ) 

Cell (      )  E-mail Address:  

 I am enclosing a check for $ made payable to the Cleveland APL.

 Please charge a one-time gift of $         to my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express 

 Please charge a monthly gift of $         to my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express

By signing up for monthly credit card gifts, you authorize your cage sponsorship(s) to be automatically renewed each year until you cancel. 

Account #             3 Digit Security Code                 Expiration Date 

Name as it appears on credit card 

Donor name to appear on plaque: 

This sponsorship is in  honor or  memory of                                                         , who is a  pet or  person

Have questions or need assistance? Please contact Mary Meister, Annual Fund and Database Manager, at (216)-255-5024 
or mmeister@clevelandapl.org.

*Payment by automatic monthly credit card is required for monthly commitments. See below. 

Dog Cage Sponsorship:  $1,800 per cage per year.   $150 per cage per month.*
Cat Cage Sponsorship:  $1,500 per cage per year.   $125 per cage per month.*
Small Mammal Cage Sponsorship:  $1,300 per cage per year.  $108.33 per cage per month.*

The Cleveland Animal Protective 
League lovingly cares for 
thousands of homeless, injured, 
and abused animals each year. 
For some, their cage at the APL, 
complete with a warm bed, toys, 
plenty of food and water, and lots 
of TLC, is the only “home” they 
have ever known. For others, it’s a 
temporary home until they find the 
love of another family. For all of 
them, it’s the reason they’re getting 
a second chance. Our annual cage 
sponsors bring hope and comfort 
to our animals while they wait for 
their future mom or dad to adopt 

them and take them home—
permanently. We ask that you help 
us to provide all of the care and 
love they need while they are with 
us by becoming a cage sponsor. 

Your cage sponsorship will be 
recognized with a plaque on a cage 
in our cat, dog, or small mammal 
areas. You may choose to make 
your cage sponsorship in honor 
or in memory of a special pet 
or person, or you may choose 
to advertise your business. Cage 
sponsorships are renewable every 
year.

At the Cleveland Animal Protective 
League, healthy, friendly animals 
stay with us until they are adopted. 
We all know a cage in a shelter is 
not a permanent home, but with 
your cage sponsorship, we can make 
it a temporary home away from 
home until they have one of their 
own by providing all the care that is 
needed—and that they so rightfully 
deserve.

For cage sponsorship opportunities 
please see below.

Become A Cage Sponsor! 
Until They Find Their New Home and Family...

Checkers was with 
us 1 month and
15 days. Adopted!

Spike was with us 
8 months and 
19 days. Adopted!

Kipper was with us 
5 months and 22 
days. Adopted!


