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After his sister was gone, Sarge began to get anxious, 
pulling out his fur. Annalise began to think about 
getting him a buddy. She came to the Cleveland APL.  
       
Annalise is a dream adopter. She didn’t simply walk in 
and fall for the first fuzzy face she saw. Instead, she 
thought carefully before coming to the shelter about 
the qualities a new pet would need to fit into the 
family. Annalise didn’t want to adopt an animal and 
expect him/her to change; she wanted their new family 
member to be able to be him—or herself.

Annalise met with APL staff and talked about available 
dogs, their pasts, and personalities. After several long 
talks, she met Fruity. And Annalise knew Fruity was the 
one.

One look at her bright eyes and smiling face, and you 
feel yourself rooting for Fruity.

When she came to the Cleveland APL, Fruity needed 
supporters. Fruity is an eight-year-old American Pit 
Bull Terrier mix. Her face is dark brown, tan, and 
white, with beautiful, symmetrical markings. She has 
a wide smile and soft ears. What she didn’t have then 
was the home she deserved.

In April 2024 her owner died, and his family 
surrendered Fruity to the APL. They reported that 
Fruity was sweet, wary of strangers, and good with 
children, but also that Fruity spent most of her time 
outside, only coming in the house during storms. She 
was left outside to sleep at night, too, despite her 
good behavior. And, Fruity was not being cared for 
properly; she tested positive for heartworm. Fruity 
received her heartworm treatment in a foster home, 
then came back to the APL to find her new home and 
family.

Being in the shelter was stressful for Fruity. She 
became more and more anxious, spinning in her 
kennel, biting her tail, and reacting loudly to other 
dogs walking by.

The cure for Fruity’s anxiety came along in the form 
of Annalise. Annalise is a thoughtful, ardent animal 
rescuer. She adopted her first dog, Scarlett, from a 
shelter in Oregon. Then came Sargeant (Sarge), from 
an Ohio shelter. More animals came later, but Scarlett 
will always have a special place in Annalise’s heart.   
She was not only Annalise’s first dog, but Scarlett was 
sweet, gentle, and just “the most amazing girl.” Sadly, 
their time together was all too short—Scarlett got 
cancer and passed away at an early age. 

Fruity, with her big smile, won the hearts of her new family.

Welcome Home,
Fruity!

Continued on page 9
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When people ask what a “typical day” at the Cleveland 
APL is like, I often find myself caught between being at a 
loss for words or needing too many words to describe the 
reality. The truth is, there’s no such thing as an average 
day in this line of work. Each morning, we walk through 
the doors not knowing what challenges, surprises, or 
heartwarming moments await us.

One day, it’s the joy of witnessing a long-time resident 
finally find their new home when an adopter sees their 
potential, a diabetic cat going home with a diabetic 
adopter because they connect with that animal’s unique 
needs, or the breakthrough for a scared cat who finally 
lets someone touch them. Another day, it’s scrambling to 
provide urgent, lifesaving care for a stray kitten brought 
in by a Good Samaritan who was found on the side of 
the road, too weak to cry out but fighting to survive, to 
bringing in dozens, sometimes hundreds, of animals that 
our Humane Investigations team find packed in a house 
living in deplorable conditions or dogs chained outside 
and suffering because they do not have access to proper 
shelter during extreme weather. 

There are days filled with laughter, like when we ask our 
dogs and cats to do silly things for social media posts, and 
they provide more material than we imagined possible. 
And days of heartbreak, as we comfort an animal in its 
final moments or try to console an owner surrendering 
their pet because of circumstances beyond their control 
and our ability to provide resources.

Other days elicit wonder about how far we’ve come 
and the level of care we’re providing. A dog receiving a 
new drug for treating parvovirus, a cat receiving a new 
treatment for feline infectious peritonitis (FIP), a dog 
having many golf ball-sized bladder stones surgically 
removed, or a cat who hadn’t eaten for days but, as I 
looked on, wobbled over to her bowl and took her first 

bites of food after our veterinary team used a simple, 
“magic” treatment that tricked her brain into realizing 
she really was hungry. 

No two days are the same because each animal has its 
own story, and every person who walks through our doors 
brings a unique set of hopes, fears, or questions. The work 
is unpredictable, messy, and often exhausting—but it’s 
also inspiring and rewarding in ways that are hard to put 
into words.

At the heart of it all is a team of passionate individuals 
who dedicate themselves to the care and well-being of 
every animal that crosses our threshold. They do it for the 
wagging tails, the purrs of gratitude, and the knowledge 
that their work truly makes a difference—for animals and 
people alike.

So, no, while there’s no “average day” at the Cleveland 
APL, every day is filled with purpose, love, and the hope 
of creating brighter futures for animals and the people 
who care about them. Thank you for caring about them 
and making the donations that allow us to have so many 
wildly atypical yet deeply fulfilling days devoted to 
helping animals and people.

Bennie's Blurb
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Visit the APL

Animal Resource Center Hours:
Monday - Saturday		  10am - 5:30pm
Sunday		  Closed 
Phone Number: 		  216-771-8825

Please visit our website at ClevelandAPL.org for the most 
up-to-date information. Hours may be subject to change.

Adoption and Education Center Hours:
Monday-Friday		  11am - 6pm
Saturday 		  10am - 5pm
Sunday	  	 12pm - 4pm
Phone Number: 		  216-771-4616

affoGATO Cat Café Hours:
Wednesday & Friday		  3pm - 7pm
Saturday 		  9:30am - 2pm &
		  3:30pm - 6:30pm
Sunday 		  9:30am - 2pm 
Phone Number: 		  440-941-5130



Upcoming Events
WKYC and the Cleveland 
APL Present: The 14th Annual 
Fur-Get-Me-Not Telethon

March 2025

The 14th Annual Fur-Get-Me-Not Telethon will be broadcast on Channel 3 
live from the Cleveland APL on Thursday, April 10. This event brings together 
the community and inspires viewers to learn how their support can help the 
thousands of animals that will come to the Cleveland APL for help this year.  

Tune in and see vignettes that will showcase the diverse and meaningful 
work the APL does to rescue, heal, nurture, adopt, and advocate for animals 
in need. All funds raised during the telethon will benefit the Cleveland APL.

Photo Caption: WKYC host, Joe Cronauer, and Cleveland APL President & CEO, Sharon Harvey, with a featured puppy.

The Cleveland APL will be joining the Cleveland Guardians at Progressive 
Field again in 2025 for Bark in the Park! During the 2024 season, the 
Guardians hosted four Bark in the Park games, inviting dogs and their 
owners to Progressive Field, and donated $5 of every dog ticket purchased 
to the APL. 

Tickets quickly sold out with more than 1,000 dog tickets sold and more 
than $5,300 donated to the APL. We are grateful for our continued 
partnership with the Cleveland Guardians and can’t wait to join the 
Guardians at this season’s Bark in the Park games.

Check ClevelandAPL.org for more information on the dates for this year’s 
Bark in the Park games and information to purchase tickets.

Cleveland Guardians 
Bark in the Park 2025

Human and doggy Guardians fans 
enjoyed Bark in the Park during the 
2024 season.

Save the Date for the 10th Annual 
Cleveland Animals Bar Crawl

Come out and support the APL at the 10th Annual Cleveland 
Animals Bar Crawl on Saturday, April 26, 2025! For their registration 
fee, Crawlers will receive an amazing, limited edition Cleveland 
Animals Bar Crawl t-shirt, which gives them access to free shuttle 
service to and from some of Cleveland’s amazing animal-themed 
bars. The Cleveland Animals Bar Crawl has raised more than 
$190,000 since the start of the event in 2014. 

Visit www.ClevelandAnimalsBarCrawl.com for more information, 
and we hope to see you there!

Attendees enjoyed the 2024 Cleveland Animals Bar Crawl at Taps & Tails.
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Once upon a time there was a cat named Fairy Floss. But 
actually, her fairy tale begins with another beloved cat, 
Thunder.

Thunder was a tabby cat who looked like a small Maine 
Coon. He was a rescue cat, who had been surrendered 
to a shelter, was adopted out, then returned a year later. 
Judi adopted Thunder and fell in love. Thunder was 
sweet, affectionate, and he adored Judi. Thunder was 
really the perfect cat.

Sadly, Thunder fell ill and passed away. Because Thunder 
really had been a perfect companion, and he was 
irreplaceable, Judi decided to honor Thunder by adopting 
a cat who was, perhaps, not quite as perfect as Thunder.

Fairy Floss was surrendered to the APL in early 2024, 
when her owner had a baby, and Fairy Floss showed 
signs of stress. During her initial exam, Fairy Floss was 
diagnosed with dermatitis, which gave her watery eyes, 
itchy skin, and dull fur. She was prescribed medication for 
the skin condition, as well as medication for her stress. 
Things looked promising when she began to respond to 
treatment and was adopted just a week or so later.

Sadly, Fairy Floss was returned to the APL in June 2024, 
because of her dermatitis and the cost of her medication.

Judi checked the APL website periodically, looking at the 
adoptable animals. She saw Fairy Floss, with her piercing 
blue, slightly crossed eyes. Judi noticed her somewhat 
bedraggled fur and seriously unhappy expression, too. 

She and a friend kept tabs on Fairy Floss through the 
website, surprised that she was still available. When 
Thunder passed away, Judi knew it was time to bring Fairy 
Floss home.

Judi adopted Fairy Floss through the APL’s project HOPE 
program, which provides post-adoption support to 
adopters of very senior animals and other animals with 
advanced medical needs. Project HOPE provided Judi with 
a one-time stipend to be used for Fairy Floss’s medical 
care. Judi put that money to good use and had allergy 
testing done on Fairy Floss. Initially, the source of the 
allergy was unclear, and it seemed that Fairy Floss would 
be on medication for the rest of her life. However, the 
testing revealed that Fairy Floss was allergic to mold, pine 
pollen, and mulberry pollen. By limiting the windows 
that are open in the house and taking other simple 
precautions, Fairy Floss’s dermatitis is under control, and 
she no longer needs her allergy medication.

The third home has been the charm for Fairy Floss, just 
like it was for Thunder. While Judi had been warned that 
Fairy Floss was “sassy,” that hasn’t turned out to be the 
case. She is a laid-back companion, who loves to cuddle 
with Judi and her boyfriend. She lies on the floor with 
Judi while Judi reads or watches television. She does have 
a bit of a weakness for catnip, which Judi grows for her. 
Fairy Floss’s contentment with her new life has enabled 
Judi to discontinue the medication previously prescribed 
for Fairy Floss’s anxiety, as well.

You can see in her photos that Fairy Floss has blossomed 
into a beautiful, peaceful cat. She has the looks now of 
a model—the model cat she’s turned out to be. Thanks 
perhaps to the guidance of Thunder, Fairy Floss found her 
fairy tale happily-ever-after.

A Fairy Tale for Fairy Floss
Another Happy Tale

(Top): Fairy Floss stole Judi's heart with her big blue eyes.
(Bottom): Fairy Floss loves to lounge in her new home.

The Cleveland APL’s animals are fed 
Hill’s® Science Diet® pet food.
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Making a Difference

Your adorable furry, feathered, or scaly friend has star 
material, and they deserve to shine for all the world to see. 
Don’t miss the chance to enter them in our annual Cleveland 
APL pet calendar! To enter the contest, visit our website 
at www.ClevelandAPL.org or call 216-377-1628 for more 
information. Remember to enter before Sunday, July 20, for 
the chance to make your furry friend a star! Every photo 
entered will get a place in our 2026 calendar.

Also, look for the calendar contest voting again this year on 
our website in August!

Don’t Miss the Chance to Feature Your 
Animal Friend(s) in the 2026 APL Pet 
Calendar Contest!

Thank You to Our 
Friends at the Ken Ganley Auto Group!

One of the many dogs that found a new 
home for the holiday season! Thank you to 
Ken Ganley Auto Group!

During the 2024 holiday season, our friends at the Ken Ganley Auto 
Group helped our community see that while you can’t buy love, you 
can adopt it! From December 20-22, 2024, the adoption fees for all 
adult cats and dogs were waived thanks to a generous donation 
from the Ken Ganley Auto Group, which sponsored our “Miracle on 
Willey Avenue” adoption event, inspired by the beloved holiday classic 
Miracle on 34th Street.

Over the course of these two days, 14 dogs and 63 cats were adopted. 
That’s 77 animals who had found loving homes. We’re thankful for 
the continued support of the Ken Ganley Auto Group in our adoption 
efforts and to all the caring adopters who found room in their hearts 
and homes for these wonderful animals.

Furry friend, GG, won the community vote last year and was featured as 
the pet for the month of November in our 2025 Calendar!

Many generous individuals choose to donate to the Cleveland APL in lieu of giving gifts for birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries, Bat Mitzvahs, Bar Mitzvahs, etc. Their thoughtfulness is a wonderful tribute to their love for animals. 
Call 216-344-1353 if you would like to learn more about how your celebration can help the APL’s homeless animals. 

In addition, many individuals choose to give through a workplace giving program. Federal employees also can 
give to the APL through the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC). The Cleveland APL’s Combined Federal Campaign 
number is 29857. The Cleveland APL’s Tax ID number is 34-0714644.

Opportunities to Give

The Cleveland APL’s animals are fed 
Hill’s® Science Diet® pet food.
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Chris Anderson is the new Chair of the Board of Directors for the Cleveland 
APL. He is a Tax Shareholder in the Not-For-Profit Services Group at the public 
accounting firm of Maloney + Novotny LLC. Chris is a Northeast Ohio native 
and currently lives in Macedonia with his dogs Chase (11), Dolly (1), and 
Emma (5 months). Chris rescued Dolly from the APL after his beloved Sydney 
(11) passed away last February.  

Emma is a rescue from Florida who was found at just 6 weeks old, crying 
under a tree shortly before Hurricane Milton passed through Florida. She took 
her first (and hopefully only) plane ride to Ohio shortly after Chris adopted 
her from her foster family. Chris says that having two young dogs along 
with an old-timer is challenging, but he enjoys Dolly and Emma engaging in 
“wrestle mania” several times a day.

Welcome to Chris Anderson

Community News

Change for Charity with 
JACK Cleveland Casino
Thank you to JACK Cleveland Casino for choosing the Cleveland APL as one of 
their 2024 and 2025 Change for Charity recipients! Throughout 2024, guests at 
JACK Cleveland Casino had the option to donate their change to the Cleveland 
APL when cashing out their vouchers at any kiosk located in the casino. Through 
the Change for Charity program, JACK Casino donated over $43,000 in 2024. 

"At JACK Cleveland Casino, we take pride in being a local business dedicated 
to giving back to the Cleveland community," said Angela Matthews, EVP of 
Corporate Operations and General Manager of JACK Cleveland Casino. "It’s 
an honor to partner with the Cleveland APL, shining a light on their incredible 
mission to the thousands of guests we welcome each day and supporting the meaningful work they do for our 
community."

We appreciate the support from JACK Cleveland Casino and their guests, and we are so grateful to be included in 
the Change for Charity program again in 2025.

Help raise funds for the Cleveland APL by being a part of the very first “Tails 
of Cleveland” book project with Robyn White Photography! Pets from the 
Cleveland area are invited to be featured in this limited-edition coffee 
table book showcasing iconic Cleveland landscapes through the eyes of a 
variety of companion animals. The $90 registration fee includes a custom pet 
photography session with Robyn White Photography and a double page spread 
in the “Tails of Cleveland” book. $50 of every registration fee and 50% of book 
sales proceeds will be donated to the Cleveland APL.

For more information and to register for a pet photography session with Robyn 
White Photography, visit www.RobynWhitePhoto.com/Tails-of-Cleveland.

“Tails of Cleveland” with Robyn White 
Photography

Pictured are Dolly (L) and Emma 
(R). Chris says that trying to get all 
three dogs to sit still for a picture is 
impossible!
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Welcome to Chris Anderson

Volunteer at the APL
Share your love of animals and become a Cleveland Animal Protective League volunteer. 

Interested in helping the animals at the Cleveland APL from your own home or at our shelter? Check out our website at  
www.ClevelandAPL.org for more information and to submit an online volunteer application to be invited to a future 
orientation based upon your interest. Don’t delay—get involved today!

Thank You to our
2024 Cage Sponsors!
We are so grateful for the support from the following friends who showed their commitment 
to our animals by sponsoring a cage in 2024.

Cat Cage Sponsors

Genny Adamo
Connie & Murray Altose
Jerry & Vera Bednarski
Courtney & Aviv Ben-Meir
Robin & Steve Bracy
Cavitch, Familo & Durkin
Margaret Carlson
Cathy & Bill Christopher
April & Joe Clark
David Cohen & Angela Ruiz
David Downing
Kara Downing
Jane Elias & Family
Doug & Shelia Epp
Fairport Wealth
Phil & Dana Fastenau
Cyndi L. Fazio
Nora Fennessy
Sue & Mitch Frankel
Amy Georgalis
Mike & Judy George
Christine & 
     Vince Gill-Cuffaro
Carol Hall
Stephanie Hampson
Christopher Hendryx
Sherry Hillier
Judy Hunter
Jerald Johanson
Ken Ganley Auto Group 
Anita Krivis
David LaSalvia, DDS
Sarah Matthews
Denise & Michael Merritt
Dawn Miller

Mobile Tax Solutions 
     of NEO Inc.
Jeff & Kathy Phillips
Gayle & Don Prebis
Amanda Romeo
Shelia Rubin 
     & Keyan Nasseri
Monica Sako
Sara Scheuer
Lynn, Jill & Heather Schieda
Jaymie Shanker
Elizabeth Stark 
     & Andrew Billiter
Nancy Stemmer
David & Cheryl Storgard
Dawn & Dennis Swit
Kathy Tatman
Sue Ellen Utley
Kimberly Vargas
Becky Vogle
Amy Zeager & Greg Martin

Dog Cage Sponsors

Connie & Murray Altose
Barbara Baetz-Greenwalt
Ken, Katie, Tim
     & Krista Beitl
The Brenner Family
Cargill
Chemical Solvents
Cathy & Bill Christopher
Michael & Sarah Cohan
David Cohen & Angela Ruiz
Dealer Tire
Frances & David Dickenson

Laura Diesing
Dileo Family
Kara Downing
Ellen Durand
Jane Elias & Family
James & Barbara Eppele
Drs. Nicholas 
     and Valerie Erdman
Fetch by The Dodo 
Mary & Anthony Foti
Elizabeth Graham
Green Dragon Crew 
Carol Hall
Sandra Hardis
Linda Harper
Hill's Pet Nutrition, Inc. 
Jennifer & Joel Horne
Daniel & Laura Hudak
Judy Hunter
Jacobs Family Trust
The Kaiser Family
Ken Ganley Auto Group 
Tom Kiczek 
     Charitable Fund 
Gretchen Kocher, DVM
Denise Komoroski
Laura Kreiner
La Bodega
Holly Lash
Dr. Amy A. McDonald
Medical Mutual of Ohio 
Beth Mikes
Michael, Denise 
     & Amanda Mikhail
Jessica Miller
Ken & Beth Misener
MWI Animal Health
Jon & Patty Nagy
Becky Niemiec
Oatey
Ohio Basement Authority
The Patels
Timothy Pereces 
Debbi & Jeff Perry

Gayle & Don Prebis
Kay & Bill Rannells
Michael D. Reep, MD 
     & Wyatt Clark
David Reimer 
     & Raffaele DiLallo
Neal & Weslie Restivo
Kara Richey 
     & Shubnam Gupta
Amanda Romeo
Sara Scheuer
Dianne Schubeck
Gretchen Schuler
Dr. Terri Shawhan
Scott Shepard
Deva Simon
Al Smith
Margaret Stanard
Estate of Miriam L.   
     Tamburro (Ray, Pete, 
     Jim & John)
Tucker Ellis LLP 
Sue Ellen Utley
John & Marta Zamiska
Lee & Ageleke Zapis

Small Mammal 
Cage Sponsors

Stephanie Ash 
     & Thomas Rehman
Cathy & Bill Christopher
Jane Elias & Family
Home & Garden
Al Smith

Making a Difference
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Barbara Reitzloff, APL Volunteer, assisted in the writing of this issue’s Happy Tales.
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Another Happy Tale

Spice: From Trash to Treasured
Walter’s whiskers quivered and his little body shook. Even 
at only two weeks old, he could tell something was wrong. 
The humans in his house started the day arguing and 
stuffing blankets, clothes, and toys into bags. The largest 
human took Walter and the eight other guinea pigs and 
dropped them in a cardboard box. He picked up the box, 
carried it down the stairs, then dropped it roughly on the 
ground.

In the box, Walter shivered. Even with all the guinea pigs 
close together in the too-small box, it was chilly, especially 
when the wind blew.

Then he heard it—clinking metal and loud panting. A 
large animal peered into the box. Walter held  his breath. 
Then a friendly voice said, “What’s that noise? What did 
you find?” The dog’s big furry face disappeared as the 
human with the friendly voice carefully picked up the 
box. “You can’t stay out here next to the dumpster. It’s 
not safe.” She carried the box into her warm house, and 
Walter let himself breathe. A few phone calls and a car 
ride later, all nine guinea pigs were at the APL.

At the APL, the veterinary staff determined that the 
guinea pigs were underweight but otherwise healthy. 
Seven were ready to find their new homes; Walter and his 
sister were to go to foster care, to put on a little weight 
before they were adopted. 

“What’s foster care?” Walter wondered. Then he heard 
one APL volunteer explain to another that animals who 
needed extra help went to a temporary home where they 
would get special care until they found a forever home of 
their own.

The next day, Walter went home with his new foster mom, 
Robyn. At Robyn’s home there was another guinea pig, 
Ginger, who lived in a separate enclosure. Ginger was 

bigger than Walter, and a little older. He explained to 
Walter that he had first lived with Robyn’s mom. Then, 
one day, on a lark, he escaped from his cage and hid in 
the apartment, to get Robyn’s mom to play hide-and-seek. 
Unfortunately, Robyn’s mom wasn’t up for the game, and 
Ginger found himself at Robyn’s house. 

Ginger liked his new home. He explained that a dog lived 
there, too, which worried Walter, until Ginger explained 
that the dog was small and liked to tease, but really was 
pretty friendly. The best part, Ginger explained, was Robyn 
and her six-year-old son. They handled him carefully and 
took him out of the cage to pet him and let him get some 
exercise.

Walter was reassured, if a bit sad, that he was to stay with 
Robyn only for a while, until he got bigger. 

After a short time, Ginger and Walter were allowed in 
the same enclosure. They wrestled and burrowed in the 
hay. They hid in tubes and under bridges. They dined on 
crunchy lettuce and other vegetables. They even got some 
out-of-cage exercise together (with supervision, of course).

One day, Robyn and her son began to call Walter “Spice.” 
Spice heard Robyn say she had “foster failed.” Spice had a 
feeling this was good news. “You’re staying,” Robyn told 
him. Spice was pretty sure he knew what that meant, and 
his big brother Ginger confirmed it. Spice would be staying 
here, with Robyn and her son, and Ginger and their dog. 

The tiny guinea pig with the serious face came a long way 
from being discarded like trash, to being treated like the 
treasure he is. Thank you, Robyn, for giving Spice the good 
life he deserves.

Walter (now Spice) the guinea pig

Spice snuggling with his new brother
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Thank You!
Community News

Thanks to the generosity and efforts of everyone involved 
in these events, over $27,500 was raised to help the 
Cleveland APL and our animals.

A New HoriZen 
for donating proceeds from their Puppy Yoga class.

Cleveland’s CREW Chapter (Commercial Real Estate 
Women) 
for donating the proceeds of their holiday luncheon silent 
auction.

Crowne Plaza 
for collecting donations for the Cleveland APL through 
their Pictures with Santa Paws event.

Cuyahoga County Public Library 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through their Employee 
Philanthropy Effort throughout 2024.

Danny Boys Pizza 
for donating a portion of proceeds from their 
“Believeland” pizza sales to the Cleveland APL.

The Mystic and the Muse 
for donating to the Cleveland APL. 

Neograf Solutions 
for donating proceeds from their annual Charity Campaign 
Week.

Park Edge Advisors 
for donating proceeds from their Tremont Food Truck 
Festival raffle.

Rocket Companies 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through their Rocket 
Community Challenge.

Sherwin-Williams PAWS (Pet Advocates Within 
Sherwin-Williams) 
for donating to the Cleveland APL through its PAWS 
fundraiser.

St. Joseph Academy 
for donating funds and wish list items to the Cleveland 
APL through their Ho Ho Hustle Charity Run. 

Sustainable Community Associates Lincoln Residents 
for donating wish list items through their Giving Tree 
program.

Westlake High School 
for collecting wish list items for the Cleveland APL.

We also appreciate the additional in-kind donations we 
have received from our friends and supporters. To learn 
about how your business or organization can host your 
own Community Fundraiser, please call Abby Miller, Events 
Manager, at (216) 377-1628.

You can also visit our website, www.ClevelandAPL.org to 
view our Community Fundraiser Policies and Application.

Happy Tale 
Fruity
...continued from page 1

Annalise chose Fruity because she believed that, 
although she had spent much of her life outside and 
alone, Fruity ultimately would get along with their 
family of three children, one dog (Sarge), two cats, 
three guinea pigs, and a bearded dragon (all rescues, 
except the children). Annalise saw that Fruity was 
not only sweet, but patient and not too protective 
of her personal space. And Annalise knew this gentle 
girl needed the good home she could provide.

Annalise was prepared for a period of adjustment; 
however, within just a few hours, Fruity was in the 
playroom, playing on the floor with Annalise’s two 
young sons and the cats. And Sarge? After one brief 
squabble, Annalise says, they seemed to realize 
that neither was the alpha dog and now get along 
famously. Fruity adores Annalise’s fifteen-year-old 
daughter. Fruity sleeps in her room and has claimed 
that as her safe space.

It's possible that Scarlett guided Annalise to Fruity. 
Or the Universe decided that Fruity’s time had come 
at last. Either way, Fruity hit the jackpot, and will live 
out her life in the warm, loving home she has always 
deserved. 

Welcome Home, Fruity!

Fruity loves to cuddle with her fellow furry and human 
family members!



Making a Difference

The Cleveland Animal Protective League’s programs and services are made possible through 
donations from caring people like you. Here are just a few of the ways you can give to the 
Cleveland APL, allowing us to continue our life-saving work, while receiving tax benefits as 
well.

•	 You can make a gift of stock to the Cleveland APL. Here is the information you will need to 
gift stock: 

Raymond James 
DTC Participant #725 
For further credit to: Animal Protective League a/c #8855Y413

•	 Your investment in a donor-advised fund provides an immediate tax benefit for you, and 
that means your donations go even further to help the causes closest to your heart.

•	 If you have an IRA and are over 70½ years old, you can reduce your taxable income by directly transferring your 
required minimum distribution to a qualified charity such as the Cleveland APL.

 
For more information about any of these giving options, please call Judy Hunter, Vice President of Philanthropy and 
Communications, at 216-344-1353.

Other Ways to Give

The following tribute gifts were 
received between October 2024 
and December 2024. A tribute 
gift of $75 or more is recognized 
in Pet Patter.

In Memory of 
Individual 
Clarence Abate Fran Blazak and 
Barb Tapocsi
Victor Altschuld Terri Peterson
Shawn Ault John & Shawn Ault 
Charitable Giving Fund
Margaret Balazs Ken Balazs and 
Margaret Balazs; Cynthia and 
Stephan Janosko; Mary and David 
Mahnke; Joni and Douglas Norris; 
Robert Traut; Robert Zapotosky
Kerry Becker Jay Becker
Regina Bednarski Vera and Jerry 
Bednarski
Blake Anne Fottrell
Judy Bober Janet Washer
Kathleen M. Boland "KB" Brigid 
Gallagher; J. & A. O'Neill Powers 
Foundation
Dr. Nancy Jean Borgeson Brett 
Borgeson; Scott Borgeson
Lynn Patrick Bullock Teresa Bosela; 
Kim and Mike Ginn; Frank Schlund
Lois Burlingham Robert McGriff
Annette Cadwell Kate Matthews 
and Jackie Cassara
Chris Callahan Patricia O'Brien; 
Susan Squires
Patrick Camillo Carole Camillo
Elizabeth "Beth" Connelly Meg 
Connelly
Alisa Copeland Claudia Metz
John Crown Judith & Michael 
George
Guido D’Amico Angie and Jackson 
Demsey; Mark Dominak; John 
Ebenger; Janet Havlichek; Denise 
Lemelledo; Jane Phillips; Maria Smith

Susan Diesing Laura Diesing
Dan Fauver Vicki Renz
Judy Fishel Dr. Murray Fishel
Rick Formet Anonymous; and 
Daniel Merk; Gargi Patel
Y.J. Foster, Jr. Margaret Martinc
Don Gagliardo Gayle Spadaro
James J. "Jimmy the Greek" 
Galatis Melissa Harris
James Gibbs Tammy Gibbs; Knapp 
MFG - Air Logic
Little Randy Cookie Gibson Maria 
Gibson
Dick Goddard Carol Winland
Spencer Gordon Steven Sutker
Gregory Graham Dawn Miller
Donald M. Grande Renee 
Augustine, Tammy Clines, Mayor 
Anthony DiCicco, and Nick Police; 
Michael DeMario; Julia and Jeff 
Hughes; John Orlando; Michelle 
Panzarella
Judith Green Ann and Jason 
Wisnieski
Diane Greer Jim and Karlen Larr
Rosemary Greifenstein Julie 
Crisafio; William and Barbara 
Messner
Celia Haberman Susan Faulkner
Magdalena Haecker Deborah 
Pankiw
Robert "Bob" Hampson Stephanie 
Hampson
Frances Huffman Hanners 
Kenneth Myers
Nancy Hansen Barbara and Lou 
Kaszas
William C. Harvey Lorraine Harvey
Margaret "Meg" Hatfield The 
Vana Family Foundation
Sharon Lee Hemeyer Judy Calver; 
Patrick Lovejoy
John Hengesbaugh Pamela 
Aguilar; Anonymous; Jeremy 
Ferguson; Margaret and Jose 
Villanueva
John F. "Jack" Herrick Mary Herrick

Suzanne Hershey John M. Hershey
Susan E. Herwald Zoe Cohen; 
Ellen Goldstein; Byron and Christina 
Webster
Robert Jankowski Richard and 
Victoria Pavol
Karen S. Janus Cynthia Lastuka
Louise Jares Constance Judge 
Pallante
Susan C. Jones Norma Fink
Anna Keintzel Anonymous
Robert F. Kennedy Roger Kleinman
Dolores and Alex Kleme April and 
Joe Clark
Nettie Kozub Mary Ellen Kelley
Kimberly J. Kuchta Steven Kuchta
Thomas Michael Lakotish Tricia 
Bennett
Donald J. Lazor Steve Rose
Madelyn and Fred Ludwig 
Deborah Ludwig
Jan C. Lukens Kathie Lukens
Richard J. Madison Madison Family 
Fund
Cheryl Major Discount Drug Mart 
#17
John J. "Jim" Martin Linda Harper
Violet Mesnick Mazzola Morgan 
Smith
Norayne "Raynie" L. McCreery 
Dennis McCreery
Elaine Miller Michael Nebel
Jeanne Miller Karen Custodio
Luke Minnes Anonymous
Robert Andrew Misener Ken & 
Beth Misener
Mabel Moon Charlene Moon
Theresa Myers Medina Guided 
Autobiography Group
Janet Ann Novak Robert Grane; 
Irene and Jack Peters; Thomarios
Nancy Oakley Mark and Sarah 
Blowers; Martha Oakley-Sharkin
Robert Harmon Prince II Denise 
Childers; Marc Gipson; Roger 
Kwiatkowski
Anna Pusztay Pal Pusztai

Jesus A. Ramos, M.D Laura and 
Manfred Hegwer
Rino Romeo Amanda Romeo
Maxine B. Roncs Cheryl W. 
Ackerman; Shirley Branyi; Susan 
Galler
Jerry T. Rosa Edward and Margaret 
Rody; Kenneth Schulz
Dr. James D. Schieda Jill, Lynn and 
Heather Schieda
Julia R. Sharnas Sue Barto
William L. Shepard Kathleen 
Hartman
Barbara Slane Kelton Slane
Malcolm Sprey Sarah Matthews 
and Jetse Sprey 
Gary Stark Tara Gardner
Dan Stevens Susan Stevens
Carol Stroia Lawrence J. Baldanza; 
Sarah Cook; Bonnie Maynard
Martha Sumerauer Dieter and 
Philipp Graner-Sumerauer
Pat Szabo Anonymous
Michael Szego, D.V.M Linda 
Harper
Mike Tanker Michael and Rita 
Mitch
Mary Louise Tesar Renee Davis; 
Denise Kvancz; Sharon and Jeffrey
Joseph A. Urick Carol A. Urick
Carol Sue Van Bergen Marianne 
Wadsworth
Marjorie Vetalice Lisa Kostura
Dolly Walker Stephanie Pennington
Douglas Wells Jodi and Don Wells
Danny A. Werner Gordon Henley; 
Pam and Frank Pollock; Daisy 
Rodriguez; Terry Smith; Ronald 
Triolo; Jeff and Vanessa Werner
Joyce Willits Elizabeth Graham
David F. Zadrozny Deborah Jarosz
Mary Jane "Molly" Zangerle 
Marge Clark
Ernest J. "Ernie" Zanko Bruce 
Cicerchi; The Smiley Family

Scan QR Code to Give

10
,



Making a Difference
Tributes cont.
In Honor of 
Individual
Manny Adler Michael Koslen
Victor Anselmo J. Kieran Jennings
Cheryl and Joe Babnik The Clarks
Lory Baldwin Kevin Barth
Peggy and Tom Beckerman 
Johanna Boyle
Shaun Brady Goodman Real 
Estate Services Group, LLC
Bryan and Jenna Dina Tisi
Janet Burkhardt Vocon Design, 
Inc.
Zachary Butterfield Debra 
Butterfield
Helen Christie Megan Johnson
Chris and Mary Ann Deibel 
Chatty, Daley and Nova
Greg and EB Donley Arnold and 
Karen Hayes
Kara Downing David Huey
Ms. Rachel Egler Peter Egler
Sam and Cathy Farmakidis Anne 
Farmakidis
The Felker Family Julie Jones
The families of Franciscus, Perry 
and Mihalich Michael Mihalich
James Freedman Michael Privitera
Barry and Sam Gabel Joan 
DeLauro
Janet and Jeffrey Gliha Amy Gill
Olivia Graham Goodman Real 
Estate Services Group, LLC
Cara Greenwalt, D.V.M. B. Baetz-
Greenwalt
Lexi Halitsky Collette St. Louis
Kate and Kedar Halse-Mahajan 
Lydia Eckstein
Karen Donley-Hayes and Arnold 
Hayes EB and Greg Donley
Andrea Hogben Cherie Bruno
Doug Huey Kate Matthews and 
Jackie Cassara
James and Molly Will and 
Hannah McBride
Therese Jones William Jones
The Kane Family Maureen and 
Andrew Kane
Kathy and Richard Linnea Fox
Meredith Kern T and J Kern 
Charitable Fund
Jody Kowalski Samantha Davet
Lisa Kriwinsky Stephanie and 
David Orlean
Meredith Lindsey Carolyn Hogan 
and Tim Haas
Noah Perry Marlette Sherry Hillier 
Marlette
Mr. Donald Mate and Ms. Robin 
Goist Robert Mate
Mike McNeeley, Jr. Michael T. 
McNeeley, Sr.
Dr. David Newmarker for 
Christmas Judy Winnegar
Anne C. Parris Peter and Rita 
Carfagna
Roberta and Paul Petznick Janet 
Novak
Deborah Z. Read Erin Luke
Kimberly St. Clair Eileen Pech

Bob and Ellie Scheuer Sara 
Scheuer
Kathy Tatman Helen France
Brittany B. Taylor Susan Rekowski
Ray and Gabriela Tomorowitz 
Krista Tomorowitz
Jennifer Veillette Shailey Desai
Wendy Wagner JoEllen Walker
Bill Waldron Traci Nolan
Pamela Wall Chris Wall
Jennifer Walls Chris Wall

In Memory of 
Animal
Abby and Buffet Kim Vogrig 
Donor Advised Fund 
Amos Moses Emily Hamlin Smith
Aubrey and Bandy Walter Kremm
Aubrey and Owen Aviv and 
Courtney Ben-Meir
Baby Kitty Denise and Michael 
Merritt
Barney and Andy Joan Greene
Bat Cat Jackie Lynn Ostruh
Beau, Bear, and Maximus Kim 
Vargas
Belle Laurie Demeter
Bodhi Doreen Lapp
Brady and Annee Holly Lash
Bronson and Darcy Linda 
Bowman
Brynlee Kriz Brittany Neish
Buster and Taz Phil and Dana 
Fastenau
Casey and Mindy Mike and Judy 
George

Casey, Brandy, and Buster Judy 
Hunter
Chow Chow Andrea Peck
Chuck, Clyde, Toby, Ottis, Lucy, 
and Bear Jon and Patty Nagy
Cracker Stefan Posakiwsky
Daisy Deva M. Simon
Daisy Diesing Laura Diesing
Dixie Judith Schuster
Dizz Gretchen Kocher, D.V.M.
Doki, Lilo, and Banze Anonymous
Domino Doreen Pless
Dusty and Daisy Tina and 
Timothy Pereces
Eleanor Denise and Michael 
Merritt
Felony Daniel Makad
Franco Denise Komoroski
Fred Douglas and Teresa Hooper
Gracie Debbi and Jeff Perry
Harper Driggs Warren Blazy

Harvey Carol Hall
Henry, Griffin, Elliot, and Buddy 
Daniel and Laura Hudak
Jack Barry Cohn
Jenny David Cohen and Angela 
Ruiz
Jojo who came to me thru the 
APL Claudia Fontana
Joplin Joseph Tegreene
Junior Julia and Ben Brouhard 
Kimba April and Joe Clark
Kitty Horowitz Linda Beres
Kitty, Melissa, Snowball, and 
Pudge Gayle and Don Prebis
Kobe Judy Hunter
Leila and Slim Chelsea Wittek
Leo and Frankie The Kaiser Family
Lestat, Othello, Hamlet, and Poe 
Christine Gill
Linus Anonymous
Loui John Lanphier
Louie Michael and Denise Mikhail
Lucy Fanny Shutway
Maggie Mary and Anthony Foti
Maggie and Brody Terri and Larry 
Hrovat; Maryjo Willse
Mamacat Margaret Carlson
Maybelle Anonymous
Mayla Garry and Marianne 
Zimmerman
Mia Allen Segal and Barbara Bruck 
Mickers and Jax Jesse and Debra 
Watts
Mike, Ike, and Tiger Denise 
Merritt
Milton Kim Huck
Molly, Buzz, Hambone, and 
Peanut Amy A. McDonald
Mr. William Saundra Stemen
Mugsy, Petey, and Rosie Michael 
D. Reep, M.D. and Wyatt Clark
Murphy Joel and Jennifer Horne
Nadia and Duke Kay and Bill 
Rannells
Nala Dr. Brian Yee
Olivia Denise and Michael Merritt
Otto and Salen Shannon and 
David Mortland
Petey John Cassmer
Phoebe Snow Margaret Stanard
Pogo Cristine and Joseph Hicks; 
Ruth Hosutt 
Princess David Cohen and Angela 
Ruiz
Rosaleen Timothy and Susan 
Zarlinga
Rudy Dude Murray and Connie 
Altose
Sammy Andrew Miller
Sammy and Bumbles Genevieve 
Adamo
Sammy and Lucy Neal and Weslie 
Restivo
Sandy, Topper, Sadie, Sasha, 
Maggie, Tucker, Lily, and 
Wagner Gayle and Don Prebis
Smokey, Sundae, and Harley 
Jesse and Debra Watts
Spice Ann Gorman
Stinkey Lightfoot Monica 
Lightfoot

Sunny and Tippy Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert A. Ellis
Tanner Jack and Janice Campbell
Tiger Gretchen Kocher, D.V.M.
Tootsie Karen Angiulo
Tyrone and E.J. John and Angela 
Mago
Tywin Ericka Campbell
Volt Nicholas Trinnes
Whiskers Gretchen Kocher, D.V.M.
Willie Nancy Stemmer and Laura 
Sims
Winston Cathy Kraft
Wolfie, Claude, and Dominic 
David Reimer and Raffaele DiLallo
Yankee III Carol Hall
Zoee and Rio Zamiska Marta and 
John Zamiska
Zoey Beth Flint; Lisa and Mike 
Mitchell; Mariana Rosca

In Honor of 
Animal
Bailey Bilardo Heidi and Vince 
Bilardo
Benny and Bohdi Anonymous
Chloe Dr. Dianne Schubeck
Cooper Doreen Lapp
DJango Ageleke and Leon Zapis 
Edel, Frank, and Schatzy Monica 
Sako and Finn
Ginger Marissa Duke
Goose Phil and Dana Fastenau
Jake, Poppy, and Bailey Jill, Lynn 
and Heather Schieda
Jessie Lou-Tortie Extraordinaire 
Linda Sperry
Kirby Amy and Brad Whitehead
Lance Anonymous
Lola and Oliver Michael D. Reep, 
M.D. and Wyatt Clark
Louie Linda Garrett
Lucky and Millie Murphy James 
and Lori Murphy
Maynu, Megumi, and Melody 
Elizabeth Stark and Andrew Billiter
Miley Barbara Mullaney
Nikko Robert Schmock
Queenie Pamela Wieland-Moher
Robert and Tobie Becky Vogle
Rocky Linda Zachary
Shiva The Brenner Family 
Foundation
Teddy The Patels
Toffee (Cat Dog) and Hidey 
(Wild Tuna) Sue Ellen Utley
Zeus and Zeke Debra Butterfield
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CLEVELAND ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE 
ANNUAL CAGE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
(   ) Yes, I would like to sponsor a cage at the Cleveland Animal Protective League.

Please print all information.

Name				    Address	

City				    State		  ZIP	

Phone: Home (      )				    Work (      )	

Cell (      )		  E-mail Address:	 

 I am enclosing a check for $	 made payable to the Cleveland APL.

 Please charge a one-time gift of $	         to my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express 

 Please charge a monthly gift of $	         to my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American Express

By signing up for monthly credit card gifts, you authorize your cage sponsorship(s) to be automatically renewed each year until you cancel. 

Account #		             3 Digit Security Code                 Expiration Date	

Name as it appears on credit card	

Donor name to appear on plaque:	

This sponsorship is in  honor or  memory of                                                         , who is a  pet or  person

Have questions or need assistance? Please contact Mary Meister, Annual Fund and Database Manager, at (216) 255-5024 
or mmeister@clevelandapl.org.

*Payment by automatic monthly credit card is required for monthly commitments. See below. 

Dog Cage Sponsorship:  $1,800 per cage per year. 	  $150 per cage per month.*
Cat Cage Sponsorship:  $1,500 per cage per year.		   $125 per cage per month.*
Small Mammal Cage Sponsorship:  $1,300 per cage per year.	  $108.33 per cage per month.*

The Cleveland Animal Protective 
League lovingly cares for 
thousands of homeless, injured, 
and abused animals each year. 
For some, their cage at the APL, 
complete with a warm bed, toys, 
plenty of food and water, and lots 
of TLC, is the only “home” they 
have ever known. For others, it’s a 
temporary home until they find the 
love of another family. For all of 
them, it’s the reason they’re getting 
a second chance. Our annual cage 
sponsors bring hope and comfort 
to our animals while they wait for 
their future mom or dad to adopt 

them and take them home—
permanently. We ask that you help 
us to provide all of the care and 
love they need while they are with 
us by becoming a cage sponsor. 

Your cage sponsorship will be 
recognized with a plaque on a cage 
in our cat, dog, or small mammal 
areas. You may choose to make 
your cage sponsorship in honor 
or in memory of a special pet 
or person, or you may choose 
to advertise your business. Cage 
sponsorships are renewable every 
year.

At the Cleveland Animal Protective 
League, healthy, friendly animals 
stay with us until they are adopted. 
We all know a cage in a shelter is 
not a permanent home, but with 
your cage sponsorship, we can make 
it a temporary home away from 
home until they have one of their 
own by providing all the care that is 
needed—and that they so rightfully 
deserve.

For cage sponsorship opportunities 
please see below.

Become A Cage Sponsor! 
Until They Find Their New Home and Family...

Checkers was with 
us 1 month and
15 days. Adopted!

Spike was with us 
8 months and 
19 days. Adopted!

Kipper was with us 
5 months and 22 
days. Adopted!


